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General Context

Previous Failures
1963: French veto against enlargement
1965: Empty chair crisis
1967 Failed enlargement
Political Changes
Georges Pompidou assumed office as President of France on June 20 1969
Willy Brandt assumed office as Chancellor of Germany on October 21 1969
Economic Challenges
Lower industrial output in France
Recessions in Europe throughout the 60’s
1966 American Credit Crisis



Newspapers as Scientific Sources

Classification of newspaper articles

Sources of information

as historical sources:

On the topic they report on * Type _
*  Primary Source, written
On the positions that are discussed at the respective time relic
) o ) ) . ) ) * Normative
Active participation in political communication *  Author:
. .. . *  Time
Influence public opinion and poalitics e November and December

1969
* December 1970
* December 1974
*  December 1979

“Saying something is always an act of not saying something else* | Addressee
e Publicin France &

Germany
* Topic:
* European Politics:

Discourse analysis: anfi-realist & constitutionalist

Constitution of a perticular view of social reality through language

The Hague Summit




Sources

Name
Le Monde

Name

Der Spiegel

Die Zeit

Frankfurter Allgemeine
Suddeutsche Zeitung
Kolner Stadt-Anzeiger

FRANCE
Founded
1944
GERMANY
Founded
1947
1946
1949
1945
1876

Orientation
Center-Left

Orientation
Center
Left-Liberal
Conservative
Left-Liberal
Center-Left



Newspaper Coverage Before The Summit
Germany

Der Spiegel Die Zeit Suddeutsche Zeitung Frankfurter Allgemeine
24" November Cover; pp. 124-140 - - -
28t November - p. 1 p. 4 p. 1
29th/30 November - - .4, 0.9 p.25 p.3
1t December p. 32 - pp. 1+2; p. 2; p. 4 (2X) p.1(3x); p.5p.9
2nd December - - pp. 1+2 p. 1; pp. 1+4; p. 4 (3x)
3d December - - pp. 1+2; p. 3, p. 4 (2x) p.l;pp. 1+4; p. 4; 0. 5
4th December - - pp. 1+2; p. 2 (2x); p. 4 (2x); p. p.1(2x); p. 4 (2X); p. 5
9 (3x)
5th December - p.3; p. 8 (2x) - p. 1
éth/7th December - - p. 4 (2x); p. 25 (2x) p.1;p. 2 (2
8 December p.27; p.28 - - -

Pages with articles in which The Hague was a main topic



Newspaper Coverage Before The Summit
Germany

Skepticism Europa komm! <71 Tl

. R MARKT \S/er;ur'xtt'

Der Spiegel, November 1969: P ot
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Die Zeit: ,,A deadly existential crisis* ey R
frohlockte ~Belgiens AuBenminister gebrochen. Hi

Pyul-Henri Spaak. kraten aller

Frequent reference to idea of stagnation




Newspaper Coverage Before The Summit
Germany

Directly before the Summit, the daily newspapers report about
parficipants being optimistic

Importance of Summit widely recognized

t Pompidoy will einen Gesamtplan zy, Wiedegr:alﬂon in der Einigunge~- - i ﬁbet d.‘e Z
. eb_um_' R jﬁerenl entSCheldet seheidungen P
Die Haagerx Koni¢ s der Stagmation | G

4 G-Lander
goats und Regierungschesf det ak

SSEL, 30. 10



Newspaper Coverage Before The Summit
France

Recognition that European unification has stagnated

“A process which has lost its dynamism™
Disagreements between countries and national parties

Preparatory meetings, change of dates from mid-November to
December 1 and 2 1969

AVANT LA REUNION DE L'EUROPE EN MAL DE RELANCE
LUXEMBOURG Bonn n'est pas
favorable a la méthode du "paquet”

pour régler les questions L'EUROPE A BOUT DE SOUFFLE ?
europeennes



Newspaper Coverage Before The Summit
France

“Summit” is always in quotation marks
Possible translations
Summit as in ‘a gathering of leaders’
Summit as in the ‘top of mountain’

Sarcasm? Reservationse Uncertainty vis-a-vis a new concepte

La conférence européenne " au A LUXEMBOURG LES " SIX "
sommet " pourrait étre retardée de PREPARENT LA REUNION " AU
quelques jours SOMMET " DE LA HAYE



Newspaper Coverage During The Summit
Germany

| EWG-Gipfelkonferenz in Den Haag

Front pages full of The Hague 'Brandt: Die Lihmung in Europa iiberwinden
Die Gemeinschaft hat zwischen einem mutigen Schritt nach vorn und einer geféhrlichen Krise zu wahlen,
M O re re p O r'I' S 'I' h O n C O m m e n 'I'S sagt der Bundeskanzler / Proeuropéische Demonstrationen vor dem Konferenzgebiude

Positive perception of Brandt:
He “demands” (SUddeutsche), “presses” (FAZ)
Negative image of Pompidou

He “indulged in general wishes” (FAZ)

| itri neen 1970
B dt drﬁngt in Den Haag: Beltrltts_verral)?di!lt::?lcﬂgnnkrelm\ EWG-Treu
ran zwei Wirtschaft union / Pompidou




Newspaper Coverage During The Summit
France

Little coverage on days of Summit

Overview of attendees, distinction made between George Pompidou — a Head
of State — and others who were Heads of Government

UN SEUL CHEF D'ETAT : M.
POMPIDOU



Newspaper Coverage After The Summit
Germany

Wide-spread notion of success (though some caution)

Metaphors of movement are common: The Summit

“has moved a boulder out of the way” (Die Zeit)

“Credibility” (SZ)
lleues Verivanen in Euvopa )
Européische Stagnation uberwunden v
Die Gipfelkonferenz einigt sich l

auf Ausbau und Erweiterun i ch el Erfolg
och el

— no
Gesprache iiber Beitritt Englands aber



Newspaper Coverage After The Summit
Germany

Key figure in success story: Willy Brandt

Der Spiegel: Brandt “got the stuck EEC back on the road [...] almost on his
own"

Perception of Pompidou is more mixed

/

in Den Haag

/ Bericht von Hans Herbert Gotz

[Bonns politische
~Ouwerire_ |

Echo auf die Red

Pompidou machte es nicht billig

Berg- und Talfahrten am europiischen Gipfel | Von Kurt Becker



Newspaper Coverage After The Summit

France

Opfimism after the summit

Hope for further European unification “re-born” after summit, but more work
ahead

Schuman: “From a European perspective, as from a French perspective, this
was a total success”

Less focus on Brandt and Pompidou .
Un nouveau bail pour la

LA COMMISSION DES Communauteé
COMMUNAUTES EUROPEENNES SE
REJOUIT DES RESULTATS OBTENUS

PAR LES "SIX"
Espoirs et doutes apres La Haye



Local Coverage in the Kolner Stadt-

Anzeiger

1 December 1969

One article, title page

Optimistic, even though hard negotiations with France are expected

Notions like ,,Fortentwicklung* and ,Weiterentwicklung® (further development)
of the EC

Weltgehende EurOpa-Vorschlage aus Parls

Heute Beglnn der EWG-Gipielknnferenz = Brandt drangt auf l!ellnﬂsverhandlungen




Local Coverage in the Kolner Stadt-

Anzeiger

2nd December Das erhofftel'_que'i'th';dnis;!Fi'ankreichs blieb aus
2 arficles, tifle page & second page

2 opposing attitudes of Germany and France already visible
in the title (the two players Pompidou and Brandt are
named explicitly)

,.’}.:'

Gefahr fur dle EW

Brandt Verhandlungenmussen hn Fruhj ahr begmnen :

Frustration, pessimism after the speech of Pompidou

The French fear of a strong Germany is mentionned




Local Coverage in the Kolner Stadt-

Anzeiger

Régieiungmhefs"éiﬂ__igtéh' Siﬁh in Den Haag

3rd December

3 articles, front page, third-fourth page and sixth page

Different proposals

+EEC wants to talk to England*: consent among EC members

Brandt: ,,The outcome is the least far-reaching of a possible
positive outcome*

Pompidou satisfied, Britain starts to hope

Disappointment regarding Pompidou'‘s reluctance
EurOpas Presse feiert Brandt '

Der wu‘khche Fuhrer der Gemeinschaft" — Von Pompldou enttauscht




Local Coverage in the Kolner Stadt-

Anzeiger

4th December:

4 articles, front page, third page and sixth page
Summit is considered as success by German Bundestag

- Eufehanging keveeptiea of the summit and its

o SHSIMSIR s cquaPhine negafiations

Pompidou often cnhmsed for his guarded attitude

After all, all parties consider The Hague Summit as
success and chance for Europe

CDU lobt Brandts
 Auftritt im 'laag

B 'Der Bundestag wurdlgt Erfolg fiir Europa

Vnun deaktuH WmKtt nb 1 :




Anniversary Coverage of The Hague

Summit - 1970, 1974, 1979

DER SPIEGEL

No mention of The HeiguéBerrtmdue Summit not
considered as important

DIE&ELZEIT event in the history of the

Issue 50/1974, 6th De en%’le?r:

Preparations of the Pﬂﬁ?fé&@j%?i‘éﬁd’ﬂﬁb’?ﬁwﬁ@ offThe Hague
roots/ origins of the EU,
public awareness focuses

ﬁem@M@t on current situation and

2nd December 1970 problems

Referred to The Hague Summit as the starting point of a chain of
events by French foreign minister Maurice Schuman

Paris: ,Der Europa-Gipfel findet statt”

Schmidt:

Pakete fur Paris

Gipfel-Bescherung: Fiir jeden etwas?
voN Dieter Buhl | 06. Dezember 1974 - 07:00 Uhr Von Dieter Buhl

Die deutsch-franzosische Kooperation hat sich in den letzten Tagen bewihrt.

»ber EG geht es nur um unser Geld“

Le Sénat a repoussé les crédits de
fonctionnement des affaires
étrangeres M. Maurice Schumann :
il faut faire I'Europe pour
elle-méme et non pas contre
quelqu'un

,,Jhr miiBt mich auch kiinftig ertragen*

Griff nach den Sternen EWG

HANDELSKRIEG
Krach um Konserven




Conclusions

Doubts and pessimism were prevalent leading up to The Hague Summit

Renewed optimism and hope following The Hague Summit; all parties saw
The Summit as a success

Supports idea that The Summit was a ‘critical juncture’ in European integration
Brandt viewed as a key player in German press
No major disparities in perception by different media

Little to no coverage on anniversaries of Summit

Future coverage focused rather on current issues and problems
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