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INTRODUCTION



TREATY ON EUROPEAN UNION

- Shift of legislation power for the European Union

» Co-Decision making for the EP & Council of the EU -

Incremental change

Research question:

How did the EU institutions react on the institutional changes for

the European Parliament in case of the Co-decision making

caused by the Maastricht Treatye




TREATY ON EUROPEAN UNION

Assumption:

Advantages for the European Parliament, like co-decision
making with the Council in certain policy fields

- positive reactions of the EP on institutional changes,

negative reactions of the other institutions because of a
loss of competences



CHANGE OF COMPETENCES



CHANGE OF COMPETENCES

1. Right of initiative

“The Maastricht Treaty gave the Parliament the right of
legislative initiative, but it was limited to asking the Commission
to put forward a proposal. [...]"

2. Investiture over the executive

“[...] It was only when the Maastricht Treaty came info force in
1992 that its approval was required before the Member States
could appoint the President and Members of the Commission as
a collegiate body.”

Source: europarl.europa.eu



CHANGE OF COMPETENCES

3. Co-Decision Making
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REACTIONS OF THE PARLIAMENT %\\;—:

Parlamentum Europaeum

Before the Maastricht Treaty:

. “Stresses, moreover, that at European Community level the
right of joint decision accorded to the European Parliament is
too limited.”

(Resolution on the democratic deficit in the European Community, 17 June 1988)

- “The Union's legitimacy shall be based on institutions directly
or indirectly elected by the people and in parficular on @
legislative and budgetary power consisting of the European
Parliament and the Council.”

(Resolution on the European Parliament's guidelines for a draft constitution for the
European Union, 11 July 1990)



REACTIONS OF THE PARLIAMENT SE

Parlamentum Europaeum

After the Maastricht Treaty:

. “Federalism and co-decision: the British and Danish
Governments react to these words with the same
outraged sensitivities as a Victorian girls' boarding school
to a four-letter word.”

(Hansch (S&D): 14 October 1992)
- “We can build on this basis, even if it is fragile. But we

must take matters further. That is the lesson of these last
few months: more transparency, more democracy.”

(Jean-Pierre Cof (S&D): 14 October 1992)



REACTIONS OF THE COMMISSION

After the Maastricht Treaty

“The Commission is delighted that the Union's democratic
legitimacy has been strengthened. Making the
Commission's appointment subject to Parliament's
approval has been an important step in the right direction.
The increase Iin Parliament's legislative powers is another
welcome development.”

(Report of the preparation for the intergovernmental conference of 1996)

Source: europa.eu



REACTIONS OF THE COMMISSION

After the Maastricht Treaty

“But as decision-making has become more democratfic, it
has also become complex o an almost unacceptable
degree. The twenty or so procedures in use at present
should be reduced to three - the assent procedure, a
simplified co-decision procedure, and consultation. We
must put an end to the inconsistencies and ambiguities
which have so often sparked conflicts over procedural
matters.”

(Report of the preparation for the intergovernmental conference of 1996)

Source: europa.eu



REACTIONS OF THE COUNCIL

)

Before the Maastricht Treaty:

- YAchieving a consensus on the principle of a co-decision
procedure will be an important political part of the final

agreement.”

(Luxembourg, June 1991)

- “The European Council welcomed all the contacts which
had been established with the European Parlioment
during the preparation of the drafts [...]"

(Maastricht, December 1991)

Source: consilium.europa.eu



REACTIONS OF THE COUNCIL

)

After the Maastricht Treaty:

- “The European Council underlined the importance of
making the best possible use of the new role of the EP
while fully respecting the institutional balance set out Iin

the Maastricht Treaty.”

- It welcomed the growing contacts between national
Parliaments and the European Parliament.”

(Copenhagen, June 1993)

Source: consilium.europa.eu
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CONCLUSION

European European European
Commiission Parliament Council
Infroduced Further
comperences competences: share of
Change towards for the EP P ' . :
: yes, decision-making
extended competences | desirable buf )
: : : competences with the EP:
(desirable) risk of making . A .
freaty sufficient: positive

the process
foo complex

No




BIBLIOGRAPHY

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/atyourservice /en/displayFtu.htmleftuld=FTU_1.3.2.html

> http://bookshop.europa.eu/en/official-journal-of-the-european-communities-debates-of-the-european-parliament-1992-93-
session.-report-of-proceedings-from-26-to-30-october-1992-pbAXAA22008/downloads/AX-AA-92-008-EN-
C/AXAAQ2008ENC_001.pdf;pgid=y8dIS7GUWMASROEAIMEUUsWb0000G VPOuUISy;sid=tT82ZHVovNM2YCdyyH-owxdN-
FwoFjgLg00=2FileName=AXAA92008ENC_001.pdf&SKU=AXAAP2008ENC_PDF&CatalogueNumber=AX-AA-92-008-EN-C

» Resolution on the democratic deficit in the European Community, 17 June 1988 in Texts of an Institutional Nature Adopted by
the European Parliament from January 1988 to July 1990, Forwarded to the National Parliaments, European Parliament

> Resolution on the European Parliament's guidelines for a draft constitution for the European Union, 11 July 1990:
http://www.cvce.eu/de/obj/resolution_on_the_european_parliament_s_guidelines_for_a_draft_constitution_for_the_europea
n_union_11_july_1990-en-a87db3f3-20a0-4646-a42b-8fc3067aec4b.html

> Report of the preparation for the intergovernmental conference of 1996: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-95-
465_en.htm

> European Council conclusions (1975-1992): European Council - Luxembourg, 28-29 June 1991:
<http://www.consilium.europa.eu/.../conclusions/1992-1975/>, (last Access, 01.02.2015).

> European Council conclusions (1975-1992): European Council - Maastricht, 9-10 December 1991:
<http://www.consilium.europa.eu/.../conclusions/1992-1975/>, (last Access, 01.02.2015).

> European Council conclusions (1993-2003): European Council - Copenhagen, 21-22 June 1993:
<http://www.consilium.europa.eu/.../conclusions/1993-2003/>, (last Access, 01.02.2015), (last Access, 01.02.2015).

> http://www.cvce.eu/obj/interview_de_gerard_deprez_bruxelles_24_novembre_2010_extrait_la_croissance_des_competence
s_du_parlement_europeen_depuis_|_entree_en_vigueur_du_fraite_de_maastricht-fr-5eb39789-ecf2-4a29-8207-
8cal26f8c994.html



DISCUSSION

- Was the Maastricht treaty and the changes that were
iIncluded for the EP from the today point of view sfill o
milestone and a starting point on the path towards more

competences for the EP?

f yes, how would you assess the
the EU-decision making? Will thar

'urther development on
path be followed or are

the actual difficulties (asylum po

icy, foreign and security

policy) a step towards a shift of competences?
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