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The Maastricht Summit: Achievements and Narratives

How reported the Dutch,Luxembourg and Spanish
newspapers about the summit?




Methods

Language skills available:
Spanish, English, Dutch
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Country/Paper selection

Netherlands: De Telegraaf
Luxembourqg: D'Létzebuerger Land
Spain: El Pais, ABC

Newspaper | Arices 1991 | Arices 1992

DeTeIegraaf 22

d'Létzebuerger 8 1
Land

El Pais 19 |
ABC 84 5




Articles 1991 Articles 1992

De Telegraaf 22 6
d'Létzebuerger 8 1
Land

El Pais 19 3

ABC 84 5






Dutch presidency contributed significantly to positive
outcome

De Telegraaf: in 1991 seen alike whereas in 1992 not
anymore

Switch of positions: from a ‘success’in 1991 to merely
‘no failure’in 1992




Public opinion barely mentioned

De Telegraaf: Negative public opinion towards a united Europe @

During the summit all countries were perceived as winners

2

Germany expected more for treating the D-Mark | Z
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Luxemburg :

social policy and the democratic deficits: highly discussed

although EMU is seen positive - the Political Union isn’t

Criticism of a Europa of two speeds C—«i

European citizenship treated in context of the in
that time 28% foreign population living in the
Netherlands
Harmonization of taxes, competing Dutch dr
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Voting-arrangements - '.'







Concerns about Economic and social Cohesion

linked to Spain’s leading position of poorer
countries

% El Pais: military wording @

atzlla de Maastricht”, “sigue la guerra”,




ABC& El Pais: military wording

@

“la batalla de Maastricht”, “sigue la guerra”,




Own proposal for CFSP but followed Germany and
France

Supports stronger European Institutions

Focusing defense policy and the broader frame of
Western European Union



Great Britain regarded as opponent

Cohesion/ European social policy

Political power to European Institutions -
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Europe is build step-by-step )’

Maastricht is not a single standing event in history

<

Some mistrust towards the larger member states
(Germany and France)










