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In Search of a (New?) Past 
 

The Hague Summit of 1969 and its Narratives 
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Hague Summit, 1969 
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Mittag/Wessels 
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Two dimensions 
 
a. Historical-analytical: Narratives of a wide variety 

of actors since the late 1960s 
 

b. Normative: How can EU summitry/The Hague 
Summit of 1969 be communicated to a wider 
audience? Which lessons do we draw from 
them? 
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“Success” and “failure” in EU history 
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Some Initial Reactions: 
 
“… nous avond en effet rétabli entre les six pays le climat 
de confience qui est propre à relancer l’Europe  
   French President Pompidou, 2 Dec 1969 

 

“Damit hat Europa eine neue Chance; ich sage sogar: 
Damit hat Europa eine neue große Chance.” 
   Chancellor Brandt, 3 Dec 1969 

“… nous pensons maintenant que la Communauté est en 
train de retrouver ce dynamisme créateur….”  
   Commission President Jean Rey, 11 Dec 1969 

 
Hague conference “had ben neither a resounding success, 
nor a failure…”   
   Dutch Prime Minister Piet de Jong, 5 Dec 1969 
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Invoking the “spirit of The Hague” 

… 
 

Introduction of Werner Report, 1970 

Letter Pompidou to Brandt 
March 27, 1971 

Letter Brandt to Pompidou 
March 18, 1971 
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