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A jubilee is a perfect occasion to pause, reflect on the past and take a look to-
wards the future. The 10th anniversary 

of the M.A. Olympic Studies programme of the 
German Sport University Cologne (GSU) fills us 
with tremendous joy and pride. 

The preparations for this special book entitled 
10 Years Looking Back were accompanied 
by memories of the first discussions about 
such a programme in 2006, the opening of 
the 1st intake on 19 September 2010 and the 
innumerable personal encounters with around 
110 participants from the programme’s now 
7 intakes. The high number of participants, 
graduates and lecturers, who are involved 
in this jubilee book, demonstrates the great 
significance of our programme and its impact. 
For 10 years now, the M.A. Olympic Studies has 
continued to bring together an international 
group of individuals with different cultural and 
professional backgrounds. The directory in this 
book vividly depicts this diversity.

Our outstanding academic programme provides 
students with a profound knowledge base deliv-
ered by international experts in their respective 
fields of research. Besides this, the programme 
fosters individual thinking and incorporates the 
diverse personal backgrounds of each intake. It 
inspires and motivates participants to learn, to 
discuss, to critically reflect and to contribute to 
and deepen research on Olympism, the Games’ 
history and current issues facing the Olympic 
Movement. The dialogue and connection be-
tween the participants themselves, but also with 
the lecturers, often endures long after gradua-
tion and has resulted in the forming of many 

lifelong friendships. This international network 
of open minded, inspiring people has become 
a strong pillar for the programme. It is our 
sincere hope that this base will continue to grow 
steadily over the next ten years and that the 
M.A. Olympic Studies will remain a platform for 
sharing knowledge, experiences and a passion 
for sport and the Olympic Movement! 

A jubilee is also an occasion to say thank 
you. We want to express our gratitude to all 
those who have helped in the establishment 
of the programme, to the GSU Cologne for its 
encouragement, to the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) for its continual support since 
the programme’s creation and also to Olympic 
Solidarity for granting a large number of 
participant scholarships. Furthermore, we would 
like to thank all the involved universities and 
lecturers who have enriched the programme 
with their expertise. 

Full of confidence, we believe that this jubilee 
book will constitute yet another milestone in 
the programme’s development. We are excitedly 
looking forward to the next 10 years and the 
future of the M.A. Olympic Studies.

Prof. Dr. Stephan Wassong  
and Annett Chojnacki-Bennemann

Preface 
Stephan Wassong and  
Annett Chojnacki-Bennemann
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I t is my great pleasure to join in the celebrations of the 10th anniversary of the international 
part-time programme M.A. Olympic Studies. This milestone of the programme, which is 
governed by the Olympic Studies Centre of the German Sport University Cologne and exe-

cuted by a network of universities involved in Olympic Studies, is well deserving of accolade for 
its contribution to the fulfilment of the educational aims of the Olympic Movement. My heartfelt 
congratulations to everyone who has been involved in managing the programme  
and, of course, to those who have graduated from it as well.

Over the years, the international programme has continued to develop its increasingly 
recognised academic reputation internationally. The IOC has supported the programme since its 
establishment. Through Olympic Solidarity a number of scholarships have helped to further the 
continuous evolution of an international circle of participants. Through their work in various 
areas, these participants and graduates play a crucial role in achieving the aims of  
the Olympic Movement. 

Among many other things, the M.A. Olympic Studies has to be valued as an initiative that 
strengthens the field of education in the Olympic Movement for various target groups. 
In accordance with Olympic Agenda 2020, the IOC supports these activities in view of 
disseminating concise and objective knowledge on the Olympic Movement and Olympic sport. 
Programmes such as the M.A. Olympic Studies are opportunities to educate multipliers of 
Olympism. Such multipliers hold the potential to initiate and engage in constructive dialogues 
on the Olympic values in society. Most importantly, they can encourage and inspire the youth 
of today to believe in the power of sport to make the world a better place. One unique feature 
of the programme constitutes its ability to link all relevant topics of the Olympic Movement 
with the educational and ethical considerations that have coined the uniqueness of the Olympic 
Movement since its foundation in 1894. 

The M.A. Olympic Studies has every reason to look to the future with confidence  
as it continues to support the overarching mission of the Olympic Movement. 

Dr. Thomas Bach 
President of the International Olympic Committee

Foreword 
Dr. Thomas Bach
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I t is my sincere pleasure to congratulate the programme leader, module leaders, lecturers, 
participants and graduates of the international part-time study programme M.A. Olym-
pic Studies on its 10th jubilee. I am in the privileged position to have witnessed the great 

efforts over the last decade in bringing this programme to life. 

In my former position as Vice-President for Research, I eagerly followed the process of validation 
and implementation for the M.A. Olympic Studies in 2009 and 2010. Then, in my legislature 
as President of the German Sport University Cologne (GSU) from 2014 until today, I have been 
impressed by the continuous development of the programme and its visibility on the educational 
map at national and international levels. In two specific aspects, the M.A. Olympic Studies 
contributes much to the profile of the GSU: 

Firstly, the part-time structure of the programme with its modular design and recognition of 
prior accredited learning meets the demands of the important educational strategy of lifelong 
learning. By this, the participation of those in employment, and in particular of those in 
Olympic-related occupations, is facilitated. In 2010, this Master of Advanced Studies was the 
first of its kind and an addition to the already well-established landscape of Bachelor and 
Master programmes at the GSU. Thus, the M.A. Olympic Studies has been, to a certain extent, 
a kind of a pioneer programme for the GSU. It also served as a model for the other currently 
existing four Masters of Advanced Studies.

Secondly, the M.A. Olympic Studies supports the international profile of the GSU. Since 2010, 
the programme has welcomed participants from almost all continents. The modules are taught 
by a network of international academics in the field of Olympic Studies who represent highly 
recognized sport departments and Olympic Studies Centres attached to universities. Further, 
the institutional international dimension of the M.A. Olympic Studies is also represented by the 
support of the International Olympic Committee and its Olympic Solidarity Department. From 
this collaboration with the world’s leading institution in sport, the GSU profits greatly  
in terms of image and prestige. 

It is almost a must that all main decision makers of the M.A. Olympic Studies will decide to 
proceed with its achievements over the next 10 years and further expand the profile of the 
already existing excellent programme. 

Prof. Dr. Heiko Strüder 
President of the German Sport University Cologne

Foreword 
Prof. Dr. Heiko Strüder

Zentrum für Olympische Studien
Olympic Studies Centre
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Chapter 

 One 
From a Project Idea to  
the Implementation of the 
M.A. Olympic Studies



One From a Project Idea to the Implementation of the M.A. Olympic Studies

E ven early considerations to develop a 
new master’s programme are normal-
ly first raised in some kind of official 

meetings held at a university. This was, howev-
er, a rather different case concerning the M.A. 
Olympic Studies. Actually, Prof. Norbert Müller 
talked to me [Stephan Wassong] about his idea 
to develop an academic part-time programme 
on Olympic Studies already back in November 
2006 at the train station in Mainz. He thought 
that such a programme had to be implemented to 
strengthen the synergies between the academic 
and Olympic worlds. Prof. Müller encouraged me 
to think about this idea further and entrusted 
me to develop it. The coordination and organisa-
tion of the programme has proven to be a great 
opportunity for me and contributed much to the 
development of my university career and inte-
gration into the academic circles associated with 
the International Olympic Committee (IOC). This 
introductory chapter of the book in your hands 
thus presented the best opportunity to extend my 
honest gratitude to Prof. Müller. 

In 2007, an initial and opportune occasion to 
present the idea of the M.A. Olympic Studies 
arose. This was during a meeting of the IOC’s 
Selection Committee for Postgraduate Research 
Grants, of which I was then member. Of course, 
the main objective of this committee has been 
to select research projects on the Olympic 
Movement which are relevant for receiving 
a scholarship from the IOC. But, at least half 
a day, whereby the meetings usually last 2 
days, had been reserved for discussing future 
academic initiatives in Olympic Studies. I 
presented the idea of establishing a master’s 
programme and found the support of my 

committee members coming from the IOC’s 
Olympic Studies Centre and sport departments 
of universities across the globe. It was agreed 
to progress with the initiative and a working 
group was established. From the side of the IOC, 
Philipp Blanchard, the then Director of the IOC’s 
Information Management Department (today 
Olympic Foundation for Culture and Heritage), 
and Nuria Puig as Head of Universities’ Relation 
of the IOC’s Olympic Studies Centre were 
represented. The side of the universities were 
represented by Prof. Ian Henry (Loughborough 
University), Prof. Thierry Terret (University of 
Lyon 1 – Claude Bernard), Prof. Norbert Müller 
(University of Mainz) and myself (German 
Sport University Cologne (GSU)). Later Prof. 
Emilio Fernandez (Autonomous University of 
Barcelona) and Prof. Jens Flatau (University 
of Flensburg) completed the working group’s 
board. I had the honour to become its chair –  
a position that kept me busy for more than  
2 years.

From 2007 till October 2009, the working group 
met at various places, including Lausanne, 
Loughborough, Cologne, Barcelona and Lyon. 
For every meeting, a detailed agenda was 
prepared in collaboration with the IOC’s Olympic 
Studies Centre. 

Nuria Puig (IOC) supported the programme  
from the very beginning
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There was consensus amongst the members 
that the programme to be developed should be 
a unique one in terms of content, objectives, 
target groups and mode of delivery. After the 
meeting in Lyon on 26 and 27 May 2009, the 
profile of the programme had been agreed on 
and a major step was completed for having 
turned the project idea from 2007 into a concrete 
proposal to be established. Accordingly, a 
collaborative planning document created at the 
time outlined the following: 

The M.A. Olympic Studies is to be a unique 
international programme in Olympic Studies. 
The programme will implement a high-level, 
multi- and interdisciplinary curriculum 
strengthening the links between the Olympic 
and academic worlds. Teaching content and 
research on the diverse aspects of the Olympic 
Movement such as marketing, globalization, 
professionalization, mediatisation, environment, 
sustainability and athletes’ representation are 
to substantially link with Olympic Education, 
ethical and other educational considerations. 
This approach will distinguish the M.A. Olympic 
Studies from other degree programmes focusing 
on management and administration, which have 
thus far only included limited considerations on 
ethical and educational contexts. 

The main learning objectives of the study 
programme are to:

 » Enhance the individual participant’s Olympic 
knowledge in social sciences and humanities,

 
 

 
Master of Advanced Studies in Olympism  

 

Dates : 26 & 27May, 2009 

Time: 26 May: 3:00 pm – 7:00pm 
27 May: 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
 

Place: University of Lyon, Faculty of Sport Science Room 11 
Address: 27-29 Boulevard du 11 novembre 1918, Villeurbanne 
 
26 May: 2:20 pm Meeting at the hotel 
Address: Hôtel du Théâtre 10 rue de savoie 69002 LYON 
 

   
Participants: 

 
Working Group members: T. Terret, N. Mueller, I. Henry, S. Wassong, J. 
Buschmann, E. F. Pena, M. de Moragas 
 
Chair: S. Wassong 
 
Representative of the IOC’s IMD: N. Puig (excused) 
 
 

Objective: Master of Advanced Studies in Olympism 
 
 

Agenda 
 
Item 1: Opening of the Meeting 

• Summary of progress to date 
• Objectives of the meeting 

Responsibility: S. Wassong, circulation of agenda on 21 May, 2009 
 
Item 2: Postgraduate Studies Programme of the IOA/K. Georgiadis 

• Information on S. Wassong’s meeting with N. Puig (IOC), M. Bogner 
(IOC), K. Georgiadis (IOA) and D. Gangas (Director IOA) in Athens 

Responsibility: S. Wassong 
 
Item 3: Draft Definitive Document 

• Aim1: Review of Document 
• Aim2: Completion of Document 
• Aim3: Final Approval 

Responsibility: All participants, S. Wassong circulated the full draft document 
on 25 March, 2009 
 

Agenda of the 
Working Group 
2009 (Page 1)
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 » Promote the individual participant’s critical 
appreciation of the nature and significance 
of values in the advocacy and practice of 
Olympism, Olympic Sport and the Olympic 
Movement,

 » Foster critical reflection on processes of 
continuity and transformation in the Olympic 
Movement and on the relationship between 
Olympism and Olympic practices and wider 
social contexts,

 » Develop the individual participant’s capacity 
to undertake independent research on relevant 
areas for/of the Olympic Movement by using 
appropriate methodologies.

As to the target groups, the M.A. Olympic 
Studies has to be designed to facilitate the 
recruitment of a wide range of participants 
from diverse academic and professional 
backgrounds. Main target groups of the study 
programme should include, amongst others, 
current and former athletes, coaches and 
representatives from the IOC, National Olympic 
Committees, International Sport Federations, 
Sponsors and Marketing Companies, Media and 
Production Companies, Athletes’ Entourage, 
Elite Sport Schools, Organizing Committees 
and Applicant Cities. Persons from these 
target groups should be given an academic 
opportunity to enhance their knowledge on 
the Olympic Movement whilst following their 
professional obligations. A more detailed and 
interdisciplinary understanding of the Olympic 
World, its challenges, policies and processes of 
transformation should contribute to strengthen 
the occupational profile and hence identification 

Item 4: Future Working Targets 
• Aim1: Determination of Targets 
• Aim 2: Time Line 

Responsibility: All participants 
 
Item 5: AOB 
 
Item 6: Summary 
Responsibility: 
S. Wassong 
 
 
 
REMINDER!!! 
 
We have to discuss the student fess in paragraph F1. Please calculate the 
costs for the module/modules which will be organized and run by your 
institution. The calculation should include costs for accommodation (7 nights), 
teaching material and 2 lectures. 
 
 
 
I am looking forward to meeting you all and to having a fruitful meeting. 
 
 
Stephan Wassong 

Agenda of the 
Working Group 

2009 (Page 2)
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of the participants with the Olympic Movement. 
The knowledge provided in the programme 
could be transferred to the daily working 
practice of the participants, by which they can 
act as multipliers of Olympism, and beyond. 

With this intention, the M.A. Olympic Studies 
was implemented to address the continuously 
growing popularity of the educational policy 
of lifelong learning (LLL), which has been 
signified as of great importance since the start 
of the Bologna Reform Process for Higher 
Education. We were aware that realising 
this would require the establishment of the 
M.A. Olympic Studies as a modular part-time 
programme. An additional challenge therein 
was that the programme, from our perspective, 
needed to be validated as a 120 ECTS graduate 
programme, which is by far the most widespread 
and academically accepted. The found solution 
was to incorporate the recognition of prior 
(accredited) learning (RPL). RPL had proven to 
play a crucial role in making higher education 
more accessible for people in employment and 
had been thus recommended since the Lisbon 
Treaty in 1997. Since then, ministers responsible 
for higher education have also continued to 
stress the significance of RPL during various 
conferences. For example, in the 2003 Berlin 
Communiqué of the Conference of Ministers 
responsible for Higher Education, signed  
by Education Ministries of 40 countries,  
one can read:

»Ministers underline the important contribu-
tion of higher education in making lifelong 
learning a reality. They are taking steps to 

align their national policies to realize this goal 
and urge Higher Education Institutions and all 
concerned to enhance the possibilities for lifelong 
learning at higher education level including the 
recognition of prior learning. They emphasize that 
such action must be an integral part of higher 
education activity.« 

Similar statements, respectively 
recommendations on the value of LLL and 
RPL, can be found in subsequent communiqués 
produced by the Conferences of Ministers 
responsible for Higher Education in Bergen 2005, 
London 2007 or Paris 2018.  

It was even during this time in Lyon (back 
in 2009) that the final decision on the 
programme’s governance was decided. 
While the individual modules were agreed 
to be delivered through a partnership of 
international universities, as to stress the 
global dimension of the Olympic Movement 
and contract international experts in Olympic 
Studies, the Olympic Studies Centre of the 
GSU (GSU’s OSC) was to take up the mantle 
as the main operational managing department. 
Hence, this also meant that the GSU’s OSC 
was to be responsible for all administrative, 
financial and legal challenges, including that 
of launching the validation procedure. As to 
the latter, the then president of the GSU, Prof. 
Walter Tokarski, who had been supportive of 
the programme right from the start and never 
wavered in defending it against critical voices 
within the GSU, signed a contract to start the 

validation process with an external  
and international validation agency  
on 14 September 2009. 

The validation process, which each academic 
programme has to survive successfully as to get 
legal ministerial approval for the offering and 
executing of study programmes on the bachelor 
and master levels, involved experts from the 
academic world, university administration, 
Quality Assurance Department of the GSU 
and experts from the professional world. The 
process entailed the programme being evaluated 
in detail, with a strong emphasis on the 
programme´s alignment with the requirements 
of the Bologna reform on the introduction of 
academic programmes in higher education, 
the proper calculation of the credit points 
per module and the complete programme, 
the feasibility to study the intended modular 
structure and on the matching of the module’s 
content with both the needs and demands of - in 
our case – the Olympic World. 

Validation Panel at the German Sport University, 
2010
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As could be imagined, we were delighted  
to learn about of our successful completion  
of the validation process, which required 
a great deal of paperwork, meetings and 
discussions. The external members of 
the validation panels and the evaluations 
themselves were very positive – providing 
reason enough to quote extracts from the 
official validation documents here and to 
include the official certificate:

“The master’s programme “Olympic Studies” 
(Master of Arts) ….is accredited  
in consideration of the Rules of the 
Accreditation Council.

The aims of the programme are clearly stated. 
Learning outcomes have been defined and 
documented. The level of the programme is 
in compliance with the German Qualification 
Framework for Higher Education.

The programme is particularly attractive to 
students through its international approach 
which is not only reflected by the international 
student intake but also through the participation 
of several partner institutions delivering 
modules and providing different teaching and 
learning settings.

The individual modules and courses as well as 
the rationale reflect the programme’s overall 
qualification goals. 

The responsibilities of the programme are well 
defined. Operational responsibility lies with the 
Olympic Studies Centre of the German Sport 
University.“ 

Official Accreditation Document

The careful reader would have recognized that 
the certificate here is dated 16th May 2011. The 
reasons for this are multi-layered but none of 
them concerned its then legal status as a full 
master of arts degree programme. As can be read 
from the quotation above, the experts reviewed 
the programme very positively and as such 
allowed us to commence with the first intake 
already in September 2010. With this given 
opportunity, we began the task of advertising 
the programme internationally. The IOC’s 
Olympic Studies Centre was very supportive in 
this regard and helped us to produce the first 
flyer for the programme; with various others to 
follow.

Participants and Officials at the Opening Ceremony

We were delighted to welcome 12 participants 
for the opening event of the 1st intake on 19 
September 2010. Although the group size was 
rather small, the achievements to-date gave us 
cause to celebrate and led to our organisation of 
a sort of ‘opening ceremony’. This proved to be 
a nice beginning to module and a welcome start 
for the programme, which its acceptance in the 
academic community and international visibility 
had still to be developed.
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Programme of the Opening Ceremony
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Master of Arts – 
Olympic Studies

International Part Time Programme

Flyer 2008 & 2012
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Without doubt, the participants of the 1st 
intake were pioneers in every aspect, including 
being the first to take on our teaching 
contents and delivery mode, assessments, 
forming fruitful learning environments, 
administration and, of course, graduation. The 
group’s graduation was celebrated on 1 June 

2013 in a very festive atmosphere. We could 
achieve this as our academic event coincided 
with the official graduation ceremony of the 
GSU. The day met all expectations, including 
academic consecration, protocol and enjoying 
a festive and social framework. All organisers 
of the programme and professors teaching 

on the programme felt tremendously proud 
of the graduates of the 1st intake. In the 
following years, numerous other graduates 
were to follow those of the 1st intake. Next to 
their well-deserved academic certificate and 
transcript, all graduates have been honoured 
with a medal portraying Baron Pierre de 
Coubertin. On the reverse side of the medal, 
Coubertin’s life motto Voir Loin – Parler Franc 
– Agir Ferme is engraved together with the 
temple of the GSU.

I am proud to say that the programme’s 
beginnings, as with its further development, 
was successful. As you can learn from the 
statistics and charts presented later, the 
number of participants has grown continuously 
intake by intake. This should be viewed as 
a result of the simultaneous development of 
our international academic reputation enjoyed 
by the M.A. Olympic Studies.  Without doubt, 
the IOC contributed much to the fact that the 
programme developed a sustainable profile 
over 10 years. In July 2012, the then IOC 
President Jacques Rogge welcomed Nuria 
Puig, Prof. Norbert Müller and myself at the 
IOC headquarters in Lausanne. The meeting 
was arranged by Urs Lacotte, former Director 
General of the IOC in the first legislature 
of Jacques Rogge and graduate of the 2nd 
intake of the M.A. Olympic Studies. The IOC 
President had already been aware of the study 
programme but wanted to learn more about it 
and discuss possible future IOC support. It was 
important for Mr. Rogge that the programme 
must not lose its academic independence 
and objective knowledge dissemination. 
Resultantly, we were delighted to form an 
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agreement stipulating the continual support 
of the IOC, endowing the programme with 
a limited amount of central funding for the 
programme leadership to autonomously use 
in view of the master’s continuation and 
development. In addition to this, the IOC 
President granted the use of Olympic Solidarity 
scholarships, given by a flexible scheme 
to National Olympic Committees wanting 
to enroll a participant but were not able to 
because of lacking resources, for the M.A. 
Olympic Studies. The intention of this was to 
enhance the programme’s international target 
group and meet the global aims of the Olympic 
Movement; a fact which can be illustrated 
through the world map of our participants to-

date in Chapter 4. Thomas Bach, who became 
IOC President in 2013, initiated almost annual 
meetings with the programme leadership, 
put the IOC support on a biannual basis 
and expanded the flexibility of the Olympic 
Solidarity scholarships. For Mr. Bach, the 
M.A. Olympic Studies Studies is of importance 
for certain aspects of the Olympic Agenda 
2020, as it stresses in a pragmatic and target-
group orientated way the role and relevance 
of values and the uniqueness of the Olympic 
Movement with its educational mission. By 
this, the IOC President has addressed not only 
a core intention of the programme but also 
the driving force behind its establishment and 
sustainable development. 

 M.A. Olympic Studies Graduation Medal
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Meeting with the IOC 
President, October 2014, 
Lausanne

Copyright International Olympic Committee
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Chapter 

 Two 
Module Leaders



Two Module Leaders

In 2001, the Faculty of Theology at the 
University of Innsbruck introduced for the 
first time a postgraduate master’s course for 

practice-oriented pastoral religious education, 
based on the then draft of the Bologna Master’s 
Agreement of the EU countries. My wife, Eva, 
had been interested in the development of this 
course for a long time and had consequently 
decided to enrol. The structure of the pro-
gramme was to be that of a Master of Advanced 
Studies, which, according to the Bologna order, 
could be officially introduced in most fields of 
study from 2005 onwards. Its establishment 
required the approval of its respective faculties 
and universities and, of course, a correspond-
ing study order, presenting the corresponding 
modules, which in turn had to be done through 
an accreditation process by a corresponding ac-
creditation institution. The Master’s course was 
initially given the title “Master of Advanced 
Studies”. 

With my wife participating in this programme, 
I took on the role of looking after our 3 children 
alone during the period of its module units. 
Thus, I intensively experienced the timeframe 
of such a study programme. The programme 
featured 2 one-week-long study modules per 
year for 3 years and an annual small working 
group meeting situated in the hometown of 
one of the 4 or 5 group members; the purpose 
of which being to allow everyone to become 
acquainted with their domestic atmosphere and 
direct professional activity on-site.

In addition to the above, the course also 
included a four-week experience trip, which, 
in the case of my wife’s group, constituted 4 
weeks in Nairobi, Kenya, to study the pastoral 
situation there and to broaden their training 
backgrounds. The responsible course leader, 
the Innsbruck professor for applied pastoral 
theology, was also present throughout these 
stays abroad.

As Eva continued to progress throughout the 
course, I was becoming more and more aware 
that this was a form of Master’s degree, which, 
at that time, I had imagined could be replicated 
exactly for the field of “Olympic values” 
(Olympism).

My decades of contacts with the German Sport 
University Cologne (GSU) and its Olympic 
research academics there had developed very 
positively since 1975. It was clear to me that 
such a course of study could only succeed with 
an active professor in the field of “Olympism”. I 
wished to be actively involved myself, although 
I was not able to take responsibility for such 
a new course of study on my own. This was 
because of my retirement from the University 
of Mainz in 2012. Going forward, together 
with the Mainz philosopher, Prof. Joisten, I 
expressed my desire to take responsibility for 
the ethics and Olympic education module. 

Prof.  
Norbert Müller
University of Mainz

University of Kaiserslautern
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After the appointment of Stephan Wassong 
to the professorship for sports history at the 
GSU, I believed that the conditions in Cologne 
looked very positive going forward. Stephan 
Wassong came up with the idea as a congenial 
partner, especially since I had already engaged 
in several very positive preliminary talks 
with IOC President Jacques Rogge, for the 
programme’s establishment and was able to 
inspire other European partner universities  
to join our initiative. 

Without Stephan Wassong’s commitment, 
the M.A. Olympic Studies’ realisation 
would not have been possible. Together, we 

started the difficult process of developing a 
module handbook, involving experts from 
other European universities and specialist 
colleagues. Since we needed different specialist 
colleagues and module representatives for all 
6 modules, numerous exploratory discussions 
were held over a total of 3 years, which also 
involved the Olympic Studies Centre of the 
IOC. Naturally, these discussions often went to 
great length because of the required academic 
level of a master’s degree programme. 
Fortunately, we continued to receive support 
from the IOC’s President, Jacques Rogge, and 
Director-General, Urs Lacotte, who attended 
the 2nd intake.

In the Preparatory Commission, we finally 
agreed that the programme’s academic 
leadership, including the legal structure, should 
be located at the GSU, since it presented the best 
conditions both factually and professionally.

Finally, after our years of hard work, we 
were delighted when the first course in the 
English language started on the 19 September 
2010 in Cologne together with the presence 
of all participating universities, namely 
Loughborough, Lyon, Mainz, Saarbrücken, 
Barcelona and of course the GSU.

Prof. Müller with Participants  
of the 5th Intake
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Since the establishment of the Master’s 
programme “Olympic Studies”, I have 
been teaching on the first module “Ethics, 

Values and Olympic Education”, where my focus 
has always concerned the ethical questions and 
values. I regard it as vital that basic ethical 
knowledge and ethical foundations are worked 
out together in order to be able to contribute 
competently to ethical problems in the context 
of sport and the Olympic Movement. Thus, eth-
ics is not understood as a pure theory, but as a 
possibility to question culturally existing moral 
concepts and to test them for their viability. 

Each new seminar always presents a new 
and exciting challenge: the programme brings 
together the most diverse participants from all 
over the world - with all their individualities, 
cultural imprints and specific professional 
contexts. By conceptualising together and 
exchanging experiences, each individual quickly 
develops the ability to critically reflect on his or 
her own position and attitude and to change it 
depending on new information. This applies to 
each of us - including me.

It is always nice to experience how, in an 
atmosphere that becomes more and more 
familiar from day to day, the bond among 
everyone in the module, participants and 
teachers alike, gets stronger. In this way, 
relationships begin to grow that last beyond the 
Master’s programme and enrich both private and 
professional lives.

The Master’s programme is so important  
to me because it presents a holistic view of 
humanity that fully corresponds to my idea  
of humankind. If one looks at the present time, 
it moves more and more into the background: 
the human being is reduced, for example, to 
his functioning or purely to his thinking ability 
or his perfect body. To see the human being 
holistically means to grasp and develop body, 
soul and spirit in their unity. This conception is 
needed worldwide and is the basis of Olympic 
theory and practice.

Prof.  
Karen Joisten
University of Kaiserslautern
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Teaching in the M.A. Olympic Studies 
programme has always held a special 
place on my academic calendar. Perhaps, 

above all, I enjoy learning from our participants, 
who travel great lengths to be with us here 
in Cologne, Barcelona or elsewhere when we 
have organised a special module. Their different 
professional backgrounds and practical expe-
riences often lead to fruitful and controversial 
discussions. The programme has never failed to 
produce an interesting learning and teaching 
atmosphere that enhances the experiences on 
both the sides of the participants and lecturers. 
But our teaching preparation also surfaces inter-
esting opportunities. This comes in the form of 
collaborating with the programme’s professors 
in terms of content planning, content deliv-
ery, exam scheduling and marking. Different 
approaches have to be aligned when working 
together as to ensure that the quality of the 
programme is maintained and that the high 
expectations of our participants are met. 

In module 2, I have mostly taught together 
with Prof. Ian Culpan, who has become more 
than a colleague to me, as well as the staff of 
the GSU throughout the years. Whereas Prof. 
Ian Culpan’s focus in teaching is on coaching, 
athletes as role models and the coach – athlete 
relationship, mine has been on Coubertin’s 
vision of the Olympic athlete, dual careers for 
athletes and the institutional representation 
of athletes in the Olympic Movement from 
a historical and contemporary perspective. 
In my opinion, we form a perfect team, 
complementing and motivating each other  
to go the extra mile for the development  
of the programme. 

Until 2020, Prof. Wolfgang Decker from the 
GSU was another highly valued member of our 
team. Unfortunately, he passed away on 28 
April 2020. Prof. Decker taught our participants 
about athletes from antiquity, focusing naturally 
on their participation at the Ancient Olympic 
Games. The participants highly regarded Prof. 
Decker’s lectures, seizing the opportunity to 
absorb his knowledge. Prof. Decker accompanied 
us during our time at the International Olympic 
Academy (IOA) in Olympia, Greece, with the 
participants of the 3rd and 4th intakes. There, 
his lecturers did not take place in one of the 
seminar rooms of the IOA but in the museums 
of Olympia and, above all, at the archaeological 
site. He gave the participants a memorable guid-
ed academic tour, explaining to them, amongst 
others, the history of the gymnasiusm, palästra, 
Temple of Zeus, Temple of Hera, Pelopion, Phili-
peion, and the Zanes. In the ancient stadium, 
Prof. Decker depicted where the starting lines, 
areas for different disciplines and the judges’ 
stand would have been situated. Following 
this, he did not miss the chance to motivate the 
participants to conduct a a one stadium run (see 
photograph at the end of the book). Prof. Decker 
will be always remembered by the M.A. Olympic 
Studies Family.

Prof.  
Stephan Wassong
German Sport University Cologne



Two Module Leaders

From way down at the bottom of the 
world, on behalf of the New Zealand 
Centre for Olympic Studies, University 

of Canterbury, New Zealand (NZCOS), I send 
warm congratulations on the 10th anniversary of 
the establishment of the M.A. Olympic Studies. 
From each of our own experiences, we know 
that reaching double figures is a significant 
milestone. It is a milestone simply because it 
signals to the world that after 10 years we can 
legitimately claim ‘we have arrived’. So, for the 
M.A. Olympic Studies, congratulations on your 
legitimate arrival. This is now a truly recognised 
international post graduate degree programme. 
Clearly, acknowledgements are given; firstly, 
to Prof. Wassong and Müller for their inspiring 
foresight and, secondly, for their ability, along 
with other academics, and with the support 
of the IOC, to create and sustain a quality 
post-graduate degree programme. Sustaining 
such a programme, particularly through the es-
tablishment years, required appropriate academ-
ic and strategic partnerships. Partnerships that 
are characterised by a culture of innovation, 
power sharing, visionary thinking, international 
respect and high-quality academic standards. It 
is no mean feat to be able to continue develop-
ing an international qualification’s momentum 
involving a range of partner institutions and, at 
the same time, ensuring strong academic stan-
dards are maintained. Given that the German 
Sport University Cologne (GSU) is the organis-
ing and administrative hub for this qualification, 
it is appropriate to acknowledge the guiding 
hand of Prof. Stephan Wassong and his ability 
to build and co-ordinate a team of international 
experts in Olympic Studies. Bringing together 
academics and developing a team approach 

is a most difficult task at any time; adding 
the complexity of internationalism to that job 
creates significant complications that many of 
us are not party to or aware of. Think of student 
recruitment: The best marketing strategy in 
academia is the quality of graduates that emerge 
from any given programme. This quality ensures 
that there is market acceptance and the gen-
eration of a recruitment momentum that feeds 
on its own success. The M.A. Olympic Studies 
on its 10th birthday can be congratulated for 
generating an enviable international academic 
momentum, of which, the NZCOS is honoured 
to have an association. The programme now has 
far more applicants than it can accept.

Prof. Ian Culpan, NZCOS, was initially invited 
to teach in the programme in 2013 after meeting 
Prof. Wassong at the Inaugural Olympic 
Studies Centres Research Colloquium at the 
University of Loughborough in 2012. As time 
has progressed, the NZCOS is now a fully-
fledged partner in this qualification. NZCOS is 
delighted to have this status and to be the only 
Southern Hemisphere university to be bestowed 
this honour. Given, the developing global nature 
of the programme, what became obvious in 
the initial stages of the NZCOS’s involvement, 
was that teaching in a multi-cultural, inter-
disciplinary and English as a second language 
environment presented significant challenges. 
An explicit example of this sort of challenge was 
the need to implement appropriate culturally 
responsive pedagogies that met: the academic 
requirements of a Master’s programme; the 
needs of international diverse learners; and 
also pedagogies suitable for the development 
of ‘Olympic knowledge’. Here the employment 

Prof.  
Ian Culpan
University of Canterbury
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of the social inquiry paradigms of humanism 
and criticality became mandatory. To observe 
and experience the dynamics associated with 
post-graduate critique and debate from different 
cultural positionings and understandings has 
been a career highlight. It reinforces what 
this Master’s programme is about – that is 
understanding and acknowledging Olympic 
matters from diverse cultural perspectives 
in order to critically evaluate the educative, 
social, historical, ethical and economic impact 
of the Olympic Movement as it progresses 
from the 20th Century into the 21st. Central 
to this study have been the works of Pierre 
de Coubertin. Many of these seminal works 

are now 100 years old but the vociferous 
discussions and debates associated with his 
Olympic ideas are fascinating, enlightening and 
scholarly noteworthy. This is particularly so in 
an age of multiple knowledges and contextual 
understandings.

The NZCOS’s partnership with this programme 
continues to be highly valued. It is valued 
because of its academic quality, the quality 
of the graduates and its global reach. Indeed, 
the programme can proudly boast that it has 
drawn students from all 5 continents of the 
world. Furthermore, partnerships associated  
with this qualification have resulted in the 

establishment of Diagoras: The International 
Academic Journal for Olympic Studies, a 
student exchange scheme between the GSU 
and the University of Canterbury and joint 
research/publication initiatives. In brief,  
the M.A. Olympic Studies has made a 
significant contribution in bringing Olympic 
scholars from around the world together in  
a collaborative spirit.

The NZCOS acknowledges the importance  
of this 10th anniversary.

Prof. Culpan with Participants  
of the 7th Intake
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When I started teaching on the M.A. 
Olympic Studies programme in 
2010, I had never before taught 

a group of students from so many different 
countries. Thus, I was rather curious about them 
and also felt somewhat unconfident. From the 
1st intake on, I was pleased about the excellent 
atmosphere generated by each group, which was 
considerably heterogeneous regarding not only 
their origin but also their previous education, 
age and social and occupational backgrounds, 
merely sharing only their enthusiasm for the 
Olympic idea and values behind it. Over all 
the years, as a teacher, the students always 
impressed me with their engagement and critical 
discussions. From a personal perspective, this 
journey has constituted a far-reaching, diverse 
experience that I would not have wanted to 
miss out on; especially considering the chance it 
presented to meet so many people with diverse 
cultural backgrounds. I believe that this holds 
true for any of the programme’s participants and 
students as well as for the teachers who have 
joined this M.A. Olympic Family. This is because 
of its ability to bring people together, although 
on a smaller scale, just like the Olympic Games 
do, on a larger scale.

Last but not least, I should not wish to omit 
my thanks to Prof. Norbert Müller, Prof. 
Stephan Wassong, Dr. Jörg Krieger, Rory 
Flindall and all the other team members for 
their support and confidence over the years 
and to congratulate them for what they have 
accomplished. Here’s to the next 10 years!

Prof.  
Jens Flatau
University of Kiel
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I vividly remember the day Prof. Stephan 
Wassong visited us at the Centre d’Estudis 
Olímpics at the Universitat Aut´noma de 

Barcelona (CEO-UAB) to propose the possibility 
of our participation in a future master’s degree 
in Olympic Studies. This was during the spring 
of 2009 and in the proceeding weeks I was to be 
appointed the centre’s new director, following 
the retirement of Prof. Miquel de Moragas, who 
had founded the Centre d’Estudis Olímpics in 
1989 and who had also been my introducer to 
and beloved teacher in Olympic Studies. It was, 
therefore, a period of transition for us, but, in a 
certain way, also for Olympic Studies. Stephan 
Wassong, a young professor at the time, having 
trained at the German Sport University Cologne 
but teaching in the United Kingdom, had drawn 
the attention of a historical scholar of Olympic 
Studies, Prof. Norbert Müller, who was a 
fundamental figure in the creation of the M.A. 
Olympic Studies. Such moments of change are 
also suitable opportunities to establish stable 
and lasting alliances, as this story’s conclusion 
thus far has demonstrated through its success. 
The project that Prof. Stephan Wassong 
presented to us more than 10 years ago was 
very well delivered, proposing a collaboration 
that would see each partner developing their 
areas of specialty; in our case, Media and 
Commercialization of the Olympic Games.

From the beginning, we knew that the 
proposed media module should offer the 
participants knowledge from our expertise 
in the areas of the media, its main theories 
and the indissoluble relationship of success 
between television, the media in general and 
the Olympic Games. Television is the platform 

that has built the reality of the Games today 
but at the same time has guaranteed its 
ability to generate revenues and maintain 
financial stability over time. Television and 
its specific language, its way of telling stories 
and creating narratives and realities for the 
public is of the upmost importance for the 
Olympic Games. To this, we have increasingly 
added the role of new media, of social 
networks, which synthesize in their expressive 
languages   the ways of expressing the old 
media’s meaning but also of public relations 
or political propaganda. Therefore, we have 
tried to endow our teaching contents with a 
holistic, comprehensive vision that fits into 
the humanistic vision underling the brilliant 
master’s design developed by Prof. Wassong 
and inspired also by the works of Prof. Norbert 
Müller, the teacher of us all.

Following this rich and interdependent vision 
of the M.A. Olympic Studies, we designed 
the module taught in Barcelona so that it 
would not merely be a customary educational 
programme. One of the differential values   of 
a master’s programme like this is its ability 
to combine training aspects while offering 
unforgettable experiences to students. In 
Barcelona, we have had it easy in this sense 
and I would not position this as a great 
merit on our part. The experience to visit the 
Olympic ring of the Barcelona 1992 Games, the 
places that formed Barcelona 1992 as one of 
the magical sites of international Olympism 
and a turning point in the modern Olympic 
Games’ history, offers great added value to 
the participants. We have also been fortunate 
to manage a topic, that of the media, which 

Prof.  
Emilio  
Fernández-Peña 
Autonomous University of Barcelona
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we are passionate about, but it is also of great 
interest to the programme’s dozens of students 
from all 5 continents. It is these students, who 
are extraordinarily motivated, that throughout 
the last 10 years have enriched us so much as 
teachers and as individuals.

Celebrating the 10th anniversary of a specialized 
master’s like ours is, without doubt, a 
tremendous success. We celebrate with joy the 
success of its promoters, Prof. Wassong and 
Müller, and we appreciate the great opportunity 
presented to us to participate in this programme 
for me and for the Centre of Olympic Studies 
of the Autonomous University of Barcelona. 
Personally, it is and has been a great privilege to 
have shared dozens of hours with students from 
all over the world and multicultural profiles: 
Students also marked by a passion, the passion 
for the transforming capacity of realities and 
people that Olympism brings us.

This 10th anniversary has also been a joyous 
celebration for me because I am able to 
look back on a certain aspect that I have 
cherished and that has allowed our module 
to develop. Throughout all of these years of 
collaboration, we have enjoyed total freedom 
in the organisation of our module on Media 
and Commercialization of the Olympic Games: 
Freedom in the proposed activities, in the 

teaching team selection and in the creation 
of the module’s programme. Thanks to this 
good spirit of independence, we have been 
able to give the best of ourselves and design 
an educational experience that we are greatly 
satisfied with and that the students have 
enthusiastically welcomed without exception 
and always very positively.

This master’s degree shows an imprint, the 
imprint of unwavering trust in humanity and 
its possibilities, in world solidarity, but also in 
recognition of those who strive for and achieve 
goals worthy of admiration. It exhibits the 
double imprint of “eros”, enjoyment, celebration, 
but also that of “asceticism”, the effort to 
achieve the transformation of knowledge 
concerning realities and people. The teachers, 
who have had the privilege of participating 
in this programme, have been coaches of our 
students, at least it is in this way I have viewed 
myself all these years and I see myself going 
forward. This is because a coach is simply 
someone who has the desire for the students 
to be capable: That the students can, with 
their efforts, meet their goals, accomplish their 
achievements, exceed and grow.

With the M.A. Olympic Studies enjoying great 
success today and throughout its ten-year 
history, one could be tempted to think that this 

development has been rather easy to implement. 
I can say with certainty that this hasn’t been 
the case, just ask Prof. Wassong for further 
details because he probably lived in solitude 
throughout the first uncertainties surfaced when 
bringing this programme to the ‘day of light’. 
Without doubt, I cannot forget to thank him, 
once again, for counting on us to be part of this 
exciting adventure. He trusted us, in our vision 
of the interrelationships between the media and 
the Olympic Games, and he encouraged us to 
carry them out. Congratulations again on these 
10 years of success in which we have had the 
honor to participate.



35

When the proposal was first moot-
ed to develop an M.A. Olympic 
Studies, there was a sense that 

the start of the 21st century was an appropriate 
time to progress such an initiative. The century 
was dubbed by some as the Asian century, or 
even the century of China, with indications that 
diplomatic, economic and political change would 
characterize a new era, and that this would 
also be reflected in change in Olympic practices 
and events, with a new cultural orientation to 
youth (with events such as snowboarding, BMX 
racing, and the Youth Olympics), and a new 
geo-political orientation to the East (with, for 
example, the awarding of the Summer Games 
to Beijing and Tokyo and the Winter Games to 
PyeongChang and Beijing).

The turn of the century had nevertheless seen 
the Olympic Movement beset by problems of 
sporting integrity, with the scandal of ‘buying’ 
votes to host the 2002 Winter games in Salt 
Lake City, the Russian state-led doping system 
in evidence at the 2014 Sochi Games resulting in 
the exclusion of Russian teams from subsequent 
Games and the growth of the influence of 
gambling and associated manipulation of 
sporting results.

This was the context within which a small 
working group of Olympic scholars and 
educators, from a variety of disciplines, cultural 
and political perspectives and geographical 
backgrounds, came together with representatives 
of the IOC’s Olympic Studies Centre to develop 
a proposal for a Master’s degree which would 
be relevant above all to those working or 
planning to work in the Olympic family, or 

in related fields. The aim of the group was to 
produce a programme which would be highly 
relevant, academically rigorous and would 
promote ethically sound practices in analysis 
and management of Olympic bodies. The 
members of the working group developing the 
proposal shared this common vision and mapped 
out a course structure which could deliver on 
this goal. While Stephan Wassong and the 
Olympic Studies Centre at the German Sport 
University Cologne (GSU) took responsibility for 
coordinating efforts, and ultimately generously 
offered to validate and host the degree 
programme, other members of the group took the 
lead in developing curriculum for one module 
while contributing also to the content of the 
modules led by other members of the group.

I have to say that for me personally it was an 
enjoyable experience to be able to stand back, 
together with a group of colleagues from other 
institutions or Olympic Studies Centres who 
were leaders in their field, to think strategically 
about the nature of the market (who were 
we trying to attract); what content and 
perspectives were important; what structures 
were appropriate; and how, and by whom, such 
a programme would be best delivered. Each 
of the members of the group thus led on the 
module which was one of their major areas of 
specialism but also contributing to any and all 
of the modules.

I represented Loughborough University and 
its Centre for Olympic Studies and Research, 
which had a group of associated staff 
supervising a healthy stream of ongoing 
PhD students working on Olympic topics, 

Prof.  
Ian Henry
Loughborough University
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and the module for which we took primary 
responsibility was ‘Governance, Policy and 
Olympic Organisations’. The use of the 
term ‘governance’ in the literature and in 
professional contexts covered a range of 
concepts, meanings and applications and so we 
developed the content of the module around 3 
key dimensions or concepts of governance. The 
first of these is systemic governance, which 
acknowledges that sports or domains such as 
the Olympic domain are not governed directly 
by organisations in the upper echelons of a 
vertical hierarchy but rather that outcomes are 
determined through a network of interacting 
organisations and entities, seeking to realise 
their own interests. The second approach, 
good organisational or corporate governance, 
focuses on the ethics and effectiveness 
of governing behaviour, with respect for 
principles of transparency, accountability, 
democracy, responsibility, equity, effectiveness 
and efficiency.  Finally, we included political 
governance, which relates to the achievement 
of goals by governments or governing bodies 
through strategies such as regulation and 
inducement rather than through direct action 
and control. Each of these 3 sets of practices 
sheds light on governing decisions.

In developing the material for the module, we 
focused on identifying and evaluating good, bad 
and indifferent governance practices, in policy 
domains such as gender equity in the leadership 
of Olympic sporting organisations, respect 
for cultural diversity and for environmental 
sustainability. One of the features of our 
thinking was that a module or programme, 
which was effectively about good governance, 
should itself be appropriately governed 
and delivered in a manner which signalled 
appropriate values. In the first 3 intakes the 
Loughborough teaching team reflected the 
cultural diversity (and to a certain extent the 
gender diversity) of the sporting world with 
members of Loughborough staff from Algeria 
(Dr. Mahfoud Amara), Spain (Dr. Borja Garcia), 
China (Prof. Fan Hong, as a guest member 
of staff) and the United Kingdom (myself), 
while Greece (Dr. Dikaia Chatziefstathiou, a 
former member of the Loughborough research 
team) and the UK were also represented in the 
teaching team for the module ‘International 
Relations and the Olympic Movement’. A key 
dynamic of the operation of this multi-cultural 
team and its relations with other members 
of the teaching team was the universalism 
promoted as a feature of the Olympic message, 

together with respect for the cultural specificity 
of groups within the Olympic family.

Times have moved on and sadly, with staff 
turnover and promotions, the Centre for Olympic 
Studies and Research at Loughborough is no 
longer operational and it has not been possible 
for the University to maintain its contribution 
to the programme. Nevertheless, it is heartening 
to see that under Stephan Wassong’s guidance 
with the support of the GSU and the other 
partners in the programme, the programme has 
continued to flourish and that the respect for the 
principles on which it was constructed remain 
central to its philosophy and its operation.
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The M.A. in Olympic Studies  
A Personal Glance: Between 2005 and 
2008, I had the chance to participate 

in the work of the jury set up by the Olympic 
Studies Centre in Lausanne for its award of 
research grants. On this occasion, exchanges took 
place on the advisability of setting up a high-lev-
el international course in the field of Olympic 
Studies. The choice was rapidly made to push the 
reflection at least initially at a European level. 
More formal meetings were scheduled between a 
few enthusiastic academics from Loughborough, 
Mainz, Cologne, Barcelona and Lyon in 2008 and 
the following year was devoted to the effective 
implementation of the Master of Arts in Olympic 
Studies. These meetings were dense, but fruitful, 
despite the many difficulties we had to face. 
Administratively, we had to find a consensus 
between national systems that still remained 
largely different from each other despite the 
Bologna agreements, which had already been 
signed at the time 10 years ago. Financially,  
we had to ensure the sustainability of the 
programme. Institutionally, it was necessary for 
each of the partner universities to effectively 
participate in the organisation of parts of the 
course, with financial and logistical constraints. 
Finally, on the educational level, it was above all 
necessary to find a consensus on what the heart 
of an M.A in Olympic studies really was: what 
should the course basically contain? Should we 
consider approaches by scientific discipline or 
rather by topic? Should the course be directly 
applicable to professional integration or more 
theoretical and oriented towards research? What 
student profiles should we therefore favour? As 
for the organization, was it necessary to retain 
students regrouping times or to look for system-

atic mobility within the network of the partner 
universities? And what was the volume of 
training to be prescribed and which parts would 
be implemented via e-learning? In short, the only 
initial agreement was: the use of English; but 
the questions were numerous and the answers 
too, taking into account the diversity of possible 
approaches, the experiences of each one, and the 
policy in higher education of each country. 

In this dynamic, the University of Lyon, which 
I represented at the time, could draw on its long 
experience with an internationally recognized 
master in sports management it founded with 
other European partners in 1995: the MEMOS. 
For my part, I had not directly participated in 
the MEMOS, but I was extremely interested 
in the project of an M.A. in Olympic Studies 
for both personal and institutional reasons. 
On a personal level, I had notably pursued 
research on the history of the Olympic Games 
for fifteen years. I was also involved in several 
European courses and research programmes, 
including a European Master’s Degree in 
Physical Education. I had also provided courses 
for doctoral and postgraduate students at 
Olympia as part of the annual seminars of 
the International Olympic Academy in 2006 
and 2007. At the institutional level, I was 
the director of the Centre for Research and 
Innovation in Sport (CRIS) at the University of 
Lyon and I wanted Olympic studies to become 
one of the team’s priorities. As of 2005, I had 
hired around thirty researchers and doctoral 
students on an ambitious project relating to the 
history of the 1924 Paris Olympic Games, which 
finally was published in 2008. In addition, 
the University of Lyon itself was looking for 

Prof.  
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strategic partnerships with other European 
universities, meaning that I was able to  
obtain the agreement of the presidency for  
the University of Lyon to participate in the  
M.A. in Olympic Studies without difficulty  
in March 2009. 

In the first years of the programme, the choice 
was made to organise the M.A. Olympic Studies 
around 6 modules:
 » Ethics, Values and Olympic Education
 » Olympic Athletes and High Level Sport
 »  Research methodologies in Olympic Studies
 »  Olympic Games –  
Media and Commercialisation

 » Governance, Policy and Olympic Organisations
 »  International Relations and  
the Olympic Movement

With regard to everyone’s competencies and 
expertise, I had fairly quickly proposed to take 
charge of the module on international relations 
and the Olympic Movement with my colleague 
Ian Henry, at the time Prof. of Leisure Policy 
and Management Director of the Centre for 
Olympic Studies and Research at Loughborough 
University. This module was initially provided 
during a student’s gathering in Lausanne in April 
2012, with the help of Dikaia Chatziefstathiou, 
who was a lecturer in the Sociology of Sport at 
Canterbury Christ Church University at the time. 
The aims of the module were:
 » to critically evaluate the impact of the 
Olympic Movement on international  
relations and the impact of the international 
relations context on the activities of the 
Olympic family;

 » to develop an appreciation of the theories  
of international relations and their application 
to the field of Olympic Studies;

 » to develop a knowledge base in relation  
to historical and contemporary issues in 
Olympic related activity and policy and 
international relations.

The module was a nice mixed approach of 
theories, examples, lectures and case-studies. I 
introduced it on Sunday, 15 April 2012 as follow: 

»With rare exceptions everyone on earth is 
a citizen of one state which is recognized as 
a sovereign state because it has a bordered 
territory, a permanent population, a specific 
constitution and a governmental body what-
ever the form it takes. Here again with the 
exception of territorial political systems States 
are independent of each other, but they are not 
isolated from each other. Each one is affected 
by the very existence of the others and by the 
whole system itself. Supranational organi-
sations have been created to co-ordinate the 
action of both the states in politics or other 
issues and the actions of individuals who 
belong to nations. In this sense IR refers to the 
study of relationships between countries, in-
cluding the roles of states, inter-governmental 
organizations (UN, UNESCO, WHO), interna-
tional nongovernmental organizations (IOC), 
non-governmental organizations (NOCs) and 
multinational corporations.

According to established international relations 
theories States and inter-governmental organiza-
tions can be analysed through four main issues 
or series of problems and challenges: 
 » Security: power politics, conflict and war
 » Freedom: cooperation, peace and progress
 »  Order and justice: shared interests, rules and 
institutions

 »  Welfare: wealth, poverty and equality

More precisely international relations as an 
academic field emerged after and because of 
the Great War. However, since three decades, 
security, military and diplomacy aspects have 
become a part only of the works of scholars. 
IR is nowadays concerned not only with 
political relations between states but also 
with a host of other subjects such as economic 
and cultural interdependence, human rights, 
transnational corporations, international 
organisations, environment, human security, 
organized crime, terrorism, gender inequalities, 
and so forth, scholars prefer sometimes 
talking about “international studies” to not 
overvalue the purely political aspects of the 
analysis or to show that politics cannot be 
understood anymore without being fertilized 
by other dimensions. As a matter of fact IR 
remains based on political science, but it draws 
upon many other fields including economics, 
history, international law, philosophy, social 
work, sociology, anthropology, criminology, 
psychology, gender studies, cultural studies 
and geography.

The Olympic Movement is a fantastic example 
for international relations analysis. It involves 
international and national nongovernmental 
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organizations (IOC and NOCs) although some 
NOCs are directly linked to political bodies. It 
is related to symbols, discourses and specific 
events (OG) where individuals are opposed, thus 
possibly reflecting the concurrence between 
given states. Incidentally the number of NOCs 
recognized by the IOC is higher than the number 
of states recognized by the UN as indeed it 
is often considered a first step towards full 
sovereignty.«

The course then went on, using examples given 
by the students themselves and framing them 
according with the key-book by Adrian Budd 
and Roger Levermore, Sport and International 
Relations. An Emerging Relationship. It 
suggested that links between the Olympic 
Movement and Olympism had been explored  
by scholars through 6 main trends:

1. Diplomacy of the IOC and NOCs: decisions 
(inclusion, exclusion), institutions, 
symbols, policies (doping, security, etc.), 
programms and sport regulation

2. Use of the Games by the states: Olympic 
Games as Foreign policy and national 
identity making: taking part in the Games, 
ban from the Games; winning medals, 
hosting the games.

3. Role of Medias: propaganda  
and counter-propaganda

4. Role of stake holders and civil agencies: 
human rights, sponsors and economic 
powers, etc.

5. Action of groups and individuals: resistance 
to domination and subordination, attacks, 
boycott movement, etc.

6. Analysis of the Olympic Movement with 
regard to gender, race, ethnicity, religion 
and social class.  

The course finally went back to theory and 
briefly presented the main concepts of the field: 
liberalism, realism, international Society, Inter-
national Political Economy, Social constructivism 
and alternative/post positivist approaches.  

During the week, the students were also asked 
to work in small groups on various topics to be 
presented on during the last days: 

1. The role of the Olympic Movement in 
relations between divided nations: the two 
Germanies; the two Koreas; the two Chinas; 
the two Irelands; Israel and Palestine, etc.

2. The Olympics, war and truce

3. Boycott and anti-boycott movements

4. The terrorist issue: Munich attack, Atlanta 
Attack, London anti-terrorism plan, IOC 
security expectations

5. Olympic “incidents” and media coverage

6. Hosting the games: international 
concurrence and Olympic biding

7. Olympic Movement, gender and 
international relations

8. WADA, doping and anti-doping policy  
and the Olympic Movement

9. International relations and the  
Olympic programme and regulations

10. Sporting elites, migrations  
and National teams

I have the feeling that the students 
appreciated this course, although most of 
them were initially not familiar with the topic 
of international relations. 10 years later, 
however, I cannot evaluate the role this 
week’s experience had on their professional 
and personal trajectories. What I am sure 
about, however, is that the M.A. Olympic 
Studies as a whole was conceived to help the 
students to be more efficient and more ethical 
in their decisions once possibly integrated in a 
national or international sport organization. 

Thanks to my current statute of Ministerial 
Delegate for the Olympic Games of Paris 2024, 
I can see daily how much it is problematic to 
work with people engaged in the preparation 
of a World event but who would need more 
scientific knowledge to avoid mistakes and be 
more relevant in their action. The M.A. Olympic 
Studies programme certainly is an answer. It 
is to be hoped that more and more people will 
consider it as such.
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Three M.A. Olympic Studies Module Structure

As mentioned within the introductory 
chapters of this book, the working 
group tasked with designing the M.A. 

Olympic Studies agreed that, although each 
partner institution would be able to contribute 
to each and any module, individual partners 
would act as module leaders within a topic area 
of their expertise. The Olympic Studies Centre 
of the German Sport University Cologne (GSU’s 
OSC), under the leadership of Prof. Stephan 
Wassong, was selected to act as the main 
operational management institution. Besides 
assuming the responsibilities of administration, 
financing and addressing legal issues should 
they arise, one of the GSU’s OSC’s main tasks 
was, and still is, to communicate with the 
partner institutions in the organisation of their 
respective modules. As can be seen from the 
following figures, the GSU’s OSC also consults 
with the advisory board when making key deci-
sions concerning the programme’s future.

This original operational structure proved to 
be successful throughout the majority of the 
programme’s lifespan. Each partner institution 
was allowed autonomy over the reign of their 
module’s design, including the selection of 
lecturers, the contents to be taught under 
the overriding topic and the week’s schedule, 
oftentimes including educational excursions 
and social events presenting the chance to 
further professional and individual discussions. 
Together, the partners came to the following 
decision on which institute should act as 
Module Leader accordingly:

Module 1 
Ethics, Values and Olympic Education:

University of Kaiserslautern and  
German Sport University Cologne

Module 2 
Olympic Athletes and Elite Sport  
in Transition

German Sport University Cologne and New 
Zealand Centre for Olympic Studies, University  
of Canterbury

Module 3 
Research Methodologies in Olympic Studies:

University of Kiel

Module 4 
Governance, Policy and  
Olympic Organisation

Loughborough University

Module 5 
Olympic Games – Media  
and Commercialisation

Autonomous University of Barcelona

Module 6 
International Relations and  
the Olympic Movement

University of Lyon

3.1.  
Programme  
Governance
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The M.A. Olympic Studies has undergone 
several structural changes in terms of the 
partners involved since its inauguration back 
in 2010. For the most part, these transitions 
occurred with the aim of keeping the 
programme up to date concerning the taught 
contents and topics, making room for new 
international partners led by the foremost 
experts within their respective fields. However, 
it would be untoward to surpass that, in 
2014, the University of Lyon and, in 2018, 
Loughborough University had to withdraw 
their partnership status due to individual 
changes at the universities and the departure 
of staff members. Both teams, as founding 
partners of the programme, had significantly 
contributed to the programme’s development 
during their tenures.

Not wanting to make any rash decisions on 
their successors, the GSU’s OSC took over as 
module leader for the 4th and 6th modules, 
alongside bringing in academically renowned 
Guest Professors to teach in their place. These 
guests have included Prof. Frank van Eekeren 
as well as his team (Utrecht University, module 
4) and Prof. Keith Gilbert and Dr. Jörg Krieger 
(Aarhus University (Denmark), module 6). 
In addition to these inclusions to the M.A. 
Olympic Studies Family, the now longtime 
partner of the New Zealand Centre for Olympic 
Studies, University of Canterbury, under the 
leadership of Prof. Ian Culpan, was brought in 
to jointly organise module 2 together with the 
GSU’s OSC in 2013.

It should also be noted that, aside from changes 
in partner institutions, the current Partner Map, 
created in 2018, is in greater congruence with 
that of how the relationships are in reality. 
This circular depiction reflects a) the manner 
by which the institutions uphold their roles as 
members of the M.A. Olympic Studies Family, 
working together on the programme structure 
and design and b) how all institutions jointly 
collaborate with the GSU’s OSC in terms of 
organiaation and administration.

PA
RT

NER
 IN

STIT
UTIONS

Zentrum für Olympische Studien
Olympic Studies Centre

MAIN 
OPERATIONAL 
MANAGEMENT 
LEVEL 

Advisory Board

Partner 
Institutions

Main Operational Management Level

Olympic Studies Centre
German Sport University Cologne

Loughborough
University

LoughboroughGerman 
Sport 

University

Autonomous
University
Barcelona

University of 
Kaiserslautern

AutonomousUniversity
of Lyon

M.A. Olympic Studies Partner Map  
2010-2013

M.A. Olympic Studies Partner Map  
2018



Three M.A. Olympic Studies Module Structure

Unlike the programme’s organisational structure, the teaching structure has remained the 
same since 2010. The 6 modules of the M.A. Olympic Studies are spread across 2 years, 
whereby each module is carried out through an intensive study week and subsequent 

assignments. As our participants and graduates have been party to, these on-site weeks are  
conducted at the GSU and, depending on the module, at our partner institutions. Of course,  
there have been a couple of notable exceptions, as can be read in the book’s section on modules  
at the International Olympic Academy (2015), Innsbruck (2012) and Lausanne (2012). 

Each on-site module can essentially be divided into 3 parts: Firstly, the students are welcomed to 
module site on the Sunday evening with, for the first module, an official opening ceremony, and 
a social reception thereafter. Then, the modules’ teaching week commences, from the Monday to 
Friday, in which the participants learn from the respective lecturers on the module’s topics and 

research methodologies. Certainly, from the side 
of the lecturers and, we hope, the participants 
as well, one should not forget to mention the 
inclusion of social gatherings and presented 
opportunity to join the group environment-
building sports evening that take place after 
the days’ classes. Lastly, before making the 
journey back home, the group sits the first 
of the module’s assignments on the Saturday 
morning, namely the examination. As can be 
seen within many of the group photos displayed 
in this book, the last opportunity for the intakes 
to come together one final time after the exam 
for a small reception to celebrate the week’s 
achievements has yet to have been missed.

3.2.  
Teaching  
Structure

S U N DAY S U N DAYS AT U R DAYM O N DAY- F R I DAY

TERM

4
Thesis

Organised as an independent study  
with a main supervisor teaching on the programme

TERM

1
Arrival Study and Teaching Module 1 Assignment Departure

Arrival Study and Teaching Module 2 Assignment Departure

 Independent Learning

 Independent Learning

TERM

2
Arrival Study and Teaching Module 3 Assignment Departure

Arrival Study and Teaching Module 4 Assignment Departure

 Independent Learning

 Independent Learning

TERM

3
Arrival Study and Teaching Module 5 Assignment Departure

Arrival Study and Teaching Module 6 Assignment Departure

 Independent Learning

 Independent Learning

YE
A

R 
O

N
E

YE
A

R 
TW

O

Teaching Structure of the  
M.A. Olympic Studies 2018



1  Ethics, Values  
and Olympic Education 

Ethical dimensions of Olympism; cultural relevance of Olympism; Olympic and Paralympic 
values; Olympic Education and its institutions; teaching concepts of Olympic Education.

University of Kaiserslautern and German Sport University Cologne

TERM

1

45

As mentioned above, the M.A. Olympic Studies programme structure has included 6  
modules and the master’s thesis since its establishment. That said, while the overriding 
topics of the modules have remained constant, the covered contents as well as the mod-

ule leaders and lectures have undergone certain changes over the last 10 years. This section will 
tell the story of each module throughout the programme’s history alongside identifying these 
organisational transitions.

3.3.  
Modules

Whereas, on a few occasions, the order of the 
modules varies due to organisational reasons, 
each intake to-date has been welcomed to the 
GSU with the 1st module at the beginning of their 
academic journey. One rationale for this entails, 
as intended during the formulation of the M.A. 
Olympic Studies, the information disseminated 
therein providing the participants with an initial 
knowledge base on the educational and moral 
teachings of the Olympic Movement. This base is 
both carried out and expanded upon throughout 
the proceeding modules and constitutes a vital 
part of the programme’s individual character, 
separating it from others that might be 
considered similar.

Under the leadership of Prof. Norbert Müller 
and Karen Joisten (University of Kaiserslautern) 
and Stephan Wassong (GSU), the first on-site 
module week has so far included the topics 
of: Philosophical and ethical considerations 
concerning the Olympic Movement and Olympic 
sport, the Olympic and Paralympic Values, 
Olympic Education, Olympic history and 
contemporary components, the foundations 
of the Modern Olympic Games, dimensions 
to the Summer and Winter Olympic Games, 
Olympic institutions, host cities and educational 
considerations in organising the Games, Olympic 
education in the Olympic Charter and relevant 
aspects pertaining to the Olympic Agenda 
20 + 20. These inclusions are, of course, an 
accumulation of the contents delivered going 

all the way back to 2010. Certain topics such as 
the inclusions in the Olympic Agenda 2020 were 
built into the schedule after its establishment 
to keep the information current and following 
the results of programme’s evaluations and 
accreditation processes.

Besides the teaching week and group discussions, 
the organised activities of the official opening 
ceremony, which has included various invited 
guest speakers, social events and sports evening 
are a great initial opportunity for the group to 
come together. Further, it has been through these 
activities in particular that participants have 
joined with the lecturers to help build a great 
learning and social environment required for the 
programme’s success.



2 Olympic Athletes and  
Elite Sport in Transition

The athletes as key actors of the Olympic Movement; Olympic reforms and their impact  
on the athletes; anti-doping policies and the athletes; athletes‘ rights and responsibilities; career 
transitions; the athlete-coach relationship.

GSU and NZCOS

TERM

2

Three M.A. Olympic Studies Module Structure

The 2nd module sees the participants 
return to the GSU once again. Building 
on the teachings of the 1st module, 

participants are presented a greater insight into 
considerations concerning elite sport and the 
life and role of an (Olympic) athlete. Given his 
academic expertise, Prof. Ian Culpan and the 
NZCOS joined the GSU in the week’s teaching 
team back in 2013, greatly benefitting the partic-
ipants. One can learn from the evaluations that 
the second module has been viewed as of partic-
ular interest to many of our current participants 
and graduates on account of their professional 
backgrounds and careers.

Numerous lecturers, such as Professors Decker, 
Müller, Culpan and Wassong, to name a few, 
have taught on the module throughout the last 
decade, further developing it in terms of the 
included specific contents. Dating back to the 1st 
intake, participants have engaged in discussions 
and lectures on the Ancient Olympic Games and 
athletes, the Olympic Athlete in Coubertin’s 
concept of Olympism, how the dimensions of 
politics and commercialization have interfered 

with (Olympic) sport, the social and educational 
responsibilities of athletes as role models and the 
ever more present topic of dual athlete careers 
and transitioning away from sport. From the 
second intake on, however, the GSU and NZCOS 
took the decision to supplement this base with 
additional contemporary aspects, including 
those of the coach athlete relationship, the 
Youth Olympic Games, the Paralympic athlete 
and the history of and present-day fight against 
doping in sport. Great appreciation must be 
given to Prof. Culpan and the NZCOS for their 
continuous dedication to the programme, which 
has been further detailed within Prof. Culpan’s 
introductory chapter to this book. 



3 Research Methodologies  
in Olympic Studies

Introduction to research methods in humanities and social sciences; philosophy of methodology 
in social sciences and humanities; qualitative and quantitative research methods; resources in 
Olympic research.

University of Kiel

TERM

3
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The 3rd module, under the leadership of 
Prof. Jens Flatau, is a vital component 
to both cementing the M.A. Olympic 

Studies as an official fully accredited Master of 
Arts degree progrmme and preparing the partic-
ipants for the undertaking of their theses. Prof. 
Flatau has introduced the intakes to various 
research methodologies for coordinating studies 
in Olympic Studies since the programme’s ori-
gins, a fact that everyone involved overwhelm-
ingly appreciates.

Utilizing a mixture of lectures, discussions, 
projects, group work and the research 
proposal assignments linked to the topics 
of the other modules, the contents enlisted 
within the research methods module have 
included: hermeneutics, questionnaire design, 
surveys and survey sampling, observations, 
data analysis techniques, academic writing, 
the philosophy of science, methodological 
theories and interview techniques. This has 
provided the participants with a broad range 
of methodological options, both quantitatively 
and qualitatively, to be utilized within their 
future work and theses; proving the module 
as essential to meeting the aims of the M.A. 
Olympic Studies and a feature that from the 
evaluations has been highly regarded.



4 Governance, Policy  
and Olympic Organisations

The Olympic system and its institutional stakeholders; Olympic legal and organisational 
structures; the IOC and good governance; sustainability, environmentalism and security;  
Olympic legacies and impacts; the Paralympic movement. 

Loughborough University (2010 – 2018); GSU and Utrecht University (Since 2019)

TERM

4

Three M.A. Olympic Studies Module Structure

The founding partner of Loughborough 
University oversaw the 4th module as 
module leader for a span of 8 years. Held 

at the GSU, the head of the centre in Lough-
borough Ian Henry, who was a vital founding 
partner in the creation of the M.A. Olympic 
Studies, and thereafter David Howe welcomed 
the participants of the first 5 intakes to the 
on-site module week. A great deal of thanks 
must be given to the team for the formation of 
the module and providing the participants with 
expert-led insights into the operations of the 
global players forming the Olympic Movement. 
Taking up the mantle in 2019, the GSU and 
advisory board selected Prof. Frank van Eekeren 
and his team to join the GSU in upholding the 
left legacy. This new module organisation came 
into play for the first time in 2019 and we were 
delighted that the participants of the 6th intake 
appreciated not only the academic knowledge 
transmitted but nuanced teaching practices, 
including case studies and discussions, of the 
team’s approach.

As one can read in Prof. Henry’s included article 
the contents of the 4th module are based on 
three key dimensions/concepts of governance, 
namely systematic, good organisational or 
corporate governance and political governance. 
Therein, the lectures have addressed a wide 
range of topics throughout the last 10 years. 
To name but a few, these have included sports 
autonomy and the roles of WADA and CAS, 
good governance principles and key actors, 
gender equity, sport for development, Olympic 
Solidarity, sports policy in different regions 
of the world, the Paralympic Movement, the 
Olympic Movement’s structure and corruption 
and match-fixing.



5 Olympic Games -  
Media and Commercialisation

Nature and evolution of the Olympic Games as a mega event; the role of the traditional and the 
social media; the Olympic Channel; audience experience of the Olympic Games; trends, benefits 
and limits of sponsorships; marketing and commercial opportunities.

Autonomous University of Barcelona

TERM

5
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Positioned as a M.A. Olympic Studies 
highlight, the participants of all intakes 
of the programme thus far, except intake 

7, who are still to undertake the module in 
March 2021, have travelled to the Autonomous 
University of Barcelona for the 5th module. 
Upon arrival, the groups have been met by 
Prof. Emilio Fernandez Peña and his team for a 
welcome reception in order to come together in 
a social setting before commencing the week’s 
lectures. As we need not attest to, the setting of 
Barcelona, and the opportunities the host city 
of the 1992 Olympics presents, creates a very 
special atmosphere. This aspect has proven to 
inspire the participants while just surpassing 
the mid-point of their academic journeys. Of 
course, none other, than Prof. Fernandez Peña 
himself can elaborate on this, which he has 
kindly included within his welcoming chapter to 
the book.

Pertaining internationally renowned academic 
backgrounds in Olympic media studies, it was 
almost a non-question that the team under Prof. 
Fernandez Peña’s leadership would organise 
the module. Barcelona have never failed to 
deliver an excellent week that not only includes 
lectures from leading academic experts but also 
opportunities to meet guests, who have been 
working in the realm of media production for 
the Olympic Games, and practical excursions. 
Contents of the module week until the present 
day have included: the role of media in 
constructing the reality of the Olympic Games, 
the evolution of the Olympic Games’ production, 
technology and innovation in television 
production, opening and closing ceremony 
designs and constructions, sponsoring models, 
financing the Olympics, the commercialization 
of the Olympic Games, media and new media 
dynamics and theories related to the mass media 
and the Olympics.



6 International Relations  
and the Olympic Movement

Role of sport in international relations; Olympic truce concept; use of Olympic phenomena 
as tool of diplomacy; politics of divided nations and the Olympic Movement; role of sport in 
humanitarian programmes; sport development programmes. 

University of Lyon (2010 – 2013); GSU and Guest Professors (Since 2013)

TERM

6

Three M.A. Olympic Studies Module Structure

Finalizing the on-site section of the M.A. 
Olympic Studies programme, the 6th 
module brings the participants back to 

the GSU one last time before celebrating at the 
graduation ceremony. With the departure of 
the founding partner of the University of Lyon 
in 2013, the module on international relations 
has perhaps undergone the greatest transition 
in terms of its included contents and teaching 
teams. These changes have, however, never 
detracted from the atmosphere of the intakes’ 
participants, who at this point fondly reflect 
on their accomplishments already achieved. 
The groups have undertaken the last on-site 
module with a sense of ease, instilled from the 
confidence gained by having completed the 
previous components. At least, this appears to be 
evident from our perspective when engaging in 
the held discussions and observing the groups’ 
social atmosphere during the sports evening or 
special receptions organized at the start and end 
of the week.

Under the overriding topic of international rela-
tions and leadership of Prof. Thierry Terret, the 
University of Lyon opted to include contents on: 
Nationalism at the Olympic Games, international 
cooperation and solidarity, sport for development 
and peace, hemispheric differences in sports, the 
impact of the Cold War and Olympism in different 
regions of the World. Prof. Terret’s efforts, as 
a founding partner of the programme and key 
actor in bringing it into existence, together with 
his team, did much to establish the structure 
of the sixth module as can be learned from his 
introductory chapter. The majority of these topics 
raised by the team in Lyon have been carried over 
by the successive lecturers, although additions 
including a greater emphasis on institutions 
such as the U.N. and the politics behind global 
decisions in sport were added to reflect the desires 
represented within the module’s evaluations and 
requirements of the M.A. Olympic Studies’ second 
validation process. Together with Prof. Wassong, 
Prof. Keith Gilbert and Dr. Jörg Krieger have cer-
tainly contributed greatly through their personal 
insights and expertise to coining the week’s struc-
ture as it stands today.



Thesis
Core requirements: Presenting and defending a research project of theoretical and/or  
practical relevance for the Olympic Movement; employing methods and approaches which  
draw on the humanities and social sciences; displaying a critical appreciation of the  
material delivered in the programme. 

Participant selection of supervisor
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Representing the greatest academic  
test for many of the participants, the 
master’s thesis allows a first opportunity 

for the participants to go forth with the skills 
and knowledge attained through the programme 
and undertake individual research. This requires 
the implementation of one or more of the 
learned research methodologies taught by Prof. 
Jens Flatau and applying it to a specific topic 
of interest, usually linked to the contents of the 
prior modules. While this can prove challenging, 
our graduates have met the thesis head on and, 
with the advice of their selected supervisor, 
worked individually to conduct an interesting 
well-founded academic study. 

Linked to personal and professional interests, 
within the thesis, participants have approached 
from a multi- and interdisciplinary perspective, 
to name but a few, the topics of: Comparisons 
in the organisation of and bidding aspects 
related to different Olympic Games, media 
analyses of the Olympic Games and opening 
and closing ceremonies, the history of different 
sports within the Olympic and Paralympic 
Games and analyses of sponsorship strategies 
for the Olympic and Paralympic Games. We 
are tremendously proud of the excellent work 
conducted by our participants and graduates 
for the thesis, which, following the regulations 
of the GSU, are made available for future 
academics at the University library. It has been 
perhaps the thesis most of all, but also the 
teaching of the other modules, that have pathed 
the way for numerous graduates of the M.A. 
Olympic Studies to continue with their academic 
careers and pursue doctoral studies.
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Four Programme Statistics

Since the 1st intake in 2010, the M.A. Olympic Studies has become a well-known educational 
opportunity in the Olympic Movement. This is also reflected in the number of applications and 
participants for each intake. In 2010, 13 individuals applied for the newly founded Masters 
programme, 12 of which were accepted for the inaugural cohort. With elevated numbers for each 
intake, the programme administration was delighted to have received 60 applications for the 7th 
intake, which started with 25 students in 2019. 

Unquestionably, all of our students love sport! While the Olympic Movement is in no way limited 
to elite athletes, the programme management has remained happy that there has always been some 
students who presently compete or have competed on a high level and can share their experiences 
with the group. So far, 7 Olympians, 1 Paralympian and 13 athletes representing their countries on an 
international level have been part of our study programme.

Participant  
Development

Athlete  
Students

7  1  13

13

27

27

37

45

55

60

12
15

19 20 20
23

30

Intake 1

finished

Intake 2

finished

Intake 3

finished

Intake 4

finished

Intake 5

finished

Intake 6

thesis writing

Intake 7

in progress
60 30Applicants Participants

Olympians Paralympian Athletes
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The M.A. Olympic Studies has always aimed for an equal gender representation amongst its 
participants. Regrettably, this has not always been possible due to different circumstances, least of 
which being an unbalanced representation in the number of received applications. Thus, to-date 39% 
of the programme’s participants have been female, whereas 61% have been male. None have self-
identified neither as male nor female. Our most recent edition, the 7th intake, constitutes an almost 
even gender distribution, with 48% female and 52% male students.

From the commencement of the 3rd intake in 2013 onwards, prospective students through 
their NOCs have been able to apply for Olympic Solidarity Scholarships for the M.A. Olympic 
Studies. So far, 30 students have benefitted from the support of the IOC programme.

Gender  
Distribution

Scholarships

4  6  4  9  7
Intake 3 | 2013 Intake 4 | 2015 Intake 5 | 2016 Intake 6 | 2018 Intake 7 | 2019

 7 58 %
 5 42 %

Intake 1

 4 24 %
 11 73 %

Intake 2

 7 37 %
 12 63 %

Intake 3

 9 56 %
 7 44 %

Intake 4

 8 44 %
 10 56 %

Intake 5

 5 22 %
 18 78 %

Intake 6

 12 48 %
 13 52 %

Intake 7
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Five M.A. Olympic Studies Family

Supported by everyone involved in the M.A. Olympic Studies, the Olympic Studies Centre (OSC) 
of the German Sport University Cologne (GSU) has long held the philosophy of maintaining 
the connections made through the programme via its, so termed, concept of the M.A. Olympic 

Studies Family. The ability of participants, graduates and lecturers to stay connected throughout the 
programme and thereafter is a core component of forming the degree’s special character. In view of 
this, with the 10 Years Looking Back book as a prime example, several initiatives have been put into 
place that we wish to briefly highlight in this section here.

On the initiative of the programme’s graduates and Director Prof. Stephan Wassong, the plan 
to establish an M.A. Olympic Studies Alumni Circle (OSAC) was formulated in 2016. This project 
brought together graduates of several intakes as well as some of the then current participants 
enrolled in the programme. With the support of the GSU’s OSC, the founding board of the OSAC 
met in Cologne for the first time over the weekend of 23 - 25 September 2016 to agree on what the 
goals of such a body should be and how they intended to go about achieving these. Of course, with 
the international perspective of the M.A. Olympic Studies, it was pragmatic that most of the board’s 
communication, both amongst themselves and with graduates and participants, would take place 
digitally. However, this first weekend meeting proved fruitful in laying the groundwork for their 
next steps.

5.1.  
Alumni Circle of the 
M.A. Olympic Studies

Michael Collins 
Chairman  
collins1894@gmail.com

Nicolai Herrmann  
Vice-Chairman   
NicoHerrmann7@web.de

Elvira Ramini  
Chair of Communications  
elvira.ramini@bluewin.ch

Annett Chojnacki-Bennemann  
Chair of Mentoring Programme  
Annett.Chojnacki@gmx.net

OSAC Founding Board 2016
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Elaborating on the OSAC founding weekend, 
the board members of Michael Collins (Chair), 
Nicolai Herrmann (Vice-Chair), Elvira Ramini 
(Chair of Communications) and Annett 
Chojnacki-Bennemann (Chair of Mentoring 
Programme) discussed over 2 days serval 
initial activities and created the organisation’s 
statutes. One of the weekend’s main outcomes 
was that the OSAC, working together with the 
GSU’s OSC, would work towards utilizing the 
existing structures in place as well as finding 
new avenues to further enhance communication 
amongst members of the M.A. Olympic Studies 
Family. It was intended that this would support 
the creation of a community that facilitated 
long-lasting relations between participants and 
sustain their ongoing identification with the 
programme and its partners. 

As detailed below, amongst others, the 
activities aimed at fostering discourse on 
the M.A. Olympic Studies have included, 
updating the M.A. Olympic Studies biannual 
newsletter regarding content and design, the 
alumni mentors programme and creating an 
OSAC Facebook page, making it easier for 
participants and graduates to stay connected. 
While the GSU’s OSC has supported the OSAC 
through various initiatives, the board and 
alumni organization pertains autonomy and the 
programme management does not intervene in 
its decision-making processes.

Emphasizing the OSAC board’s ethos of ‘Sharing 
the Knowledge’, one of its first initiatives was 
the alumni mentors programme. This initiative 
has seen members of the board and volunteer 
participants or graduates act as a supportive 

voice to, in particular, new participants of the 
programme. Using an expression, ‘having gone 
through the ropes already’, these volunteers are 
perfectly situated to answer questions related 
to the programme and how best to manage 
academic and professional duties while enrolled. 
From the mentioning scheme’s conceptual plans, 
one can read that the mentors could, amongst 
other means, support current participants 
through:

» Supporting [them] to find the relevant 
academic staff member to approach [based 
on the assignment topic].

Giving advice to strengthen synergies 
between study, work and private life.

Thinking through a problem at home or 
at work whilst abroad on an Olympic 
Studies module.

Preparing for a new module in a place 
and culture you are not familiar with. 

Encouraging and advising current 
M.A. Olympic Studies participants on 
establishing study groups and study 
visits outside of the modules.

[and] Expanding the personal networks 
of participants´

To-date, the mentoring scheme paired with 
the OSAC Facebook page has helped to put 
many new participants at ease and helped to 
improve the networking opportunities provided 
by the M.A. Olympic Studies. Appreciation 

must be given to both the OSAC board and 
all those who have participated within its 
activities, especially considering that this is 
done on a voluntary basis. A special mention 
must be given to board members Annett 
Chojnacki-Bennemann and Elvira Ramini for 
their engagement in activities such as this 
book, continual efforts in both supporting 
and promoting the M.A. Olympic Studies and 
presence at the opening ceremonies of new 
intakes. Annett has also taught on the content 
of her PhD studies, E-sport and the Olympic 
Movement, within the 5th on-site module of 
the 6th intake. The most recent work of the 
OSAC, namely the development of a directory 
on all participants and graduates, should be a 
significant milestone in fostering dialogue and 
connecting participants/graduates as well as 
determining their needs to be addressed.



Five M.A. Olympic Studies Family

5.2.  
Staying Connected: 
M.A. Olympic  
Studies

Together with the OSAC 
and supporting part-
ners, including the 

IOC’s Olympic Studies Centre, 
the GSU’s OSC has developed 
various activities with the aim 
of bringing the M.A. Olympic 
Studies Family closer together 
over the last 10 years. These have 
included, to name the key ‘tools’, 
the biannual M.A. Olympic 
Studies Newsletter, article inclu-
sions on the programme within 
magazines and journals, con-
ference presentations, creation 
and dissemination of programme 
flyers and social media activities. 
Although our readers here have 

probably already seen our news on, been a part 
of or read the products of these activities, we 
hope that you will find it interesting to witness 
their development since the programme’s cre-
ation. Thus, below we have included some key 
snapshots of these at specific times identifying 
when new approaches were implemented:

M.A. Olympic Studies Flyer

As a first promotional tool, the GSU’s OSC 
together with the support of the IOC’s Olympic 
Studies Centre designed the first flyer for the 
M.A. Olympic Studies in 2008. The initiative, 
although common practice for a degree 
programme, has proven to successfully transmit 
the key information on the programme and 
expand the scope of attention enjoyed by 
the M.A. Olympic Studies. We are highly 
appreciative of the efforts undertaken by 

our partners, the IOC and participants and 
graduates in disseminating the flyer amongst 
interested applicants.

The information presented within the flyer 
gives a first look at the programme structure, 
involved partners and key organizational 
information such as where the modules are 
conducted. Whereas this information has 
largely remained the same throughout the 
years, of course, changes have been made in 
terms of the programme’s content, structure 
and design when applicable; the layout of the 
flyer itself has undergone several changes. 
Today, with the support of an enlisted media 
designer (Ronny Edelstein) and images 
supplied by the IOC to be used for the 
purposes of the M.A. Olympic Studies, we 
are incredibly satisfied by the eye-catching 
flyer that is tailormade to the programme. 
To demonstrate these transitions in the flyer 
design, we have included a few selected 
images beside.

OSAC Facebook Page

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1420732434701228/

M.A. Olympic Studies Flyer 2008
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 M.A. Olympic Studies Newsletter

In 2014, the GSU’s OSC and partner institutions 
in the M.A. Olympic Studies felt that the 
programme was starting to take shape and 
reflect their original conception. The year saw 
the commencement of the 4th intake and both 
the number of applicants and participants 
continued to grow year by year. It was this 
ever-increasing base of the M.A. Olympic 
Studies Family that acted as a stimulus for the 
development of a biannual newsletter.

Taking the feedback of the participants and 
partners into account, it was agreed such a 
newsletter would need to be, first and foremost, 
for the participants but that it should also 
include ‘behind the scenes’ information on the 
work of the programme coordinators. Thus, the 
original conception included the sections: 

Above: M.A. Olympic Studies Flyer 2013

Bellow: M.A. Olympic Studies Flyer 2018

First and second Partner 
Section: M.A. Olympic 
Studies Newsletter Edition 
2 & 3
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 » Latest News, 
 » News Sections dedicated  
to the different intakes, 

 » Graduates, 
 » Olympic Research Publications, 
 » & Key Dates

The publication proved to be a great success in 
the achievement of its aims. It was above all 
the sections on the news of different intakes 
and graduates that readers appreciated, with a 
personal stake indebted, but the section on key 
dates also proved to be an effective means to 
transmit information on when and where the 
intakes’ next modules would take place.

With the incentive to continue the project, but 
to keep the structure as to maintain consistency, 
the next editions were largely similar. However, 
a significant change occurred from the second 
edition on. This change constituted that of 

the first section dedicated to the news of the 
M.A. Olympic Studies partner institutions. The 
first inclusion here came from the Olympic 
Studies Centre of the Autonomous University of 
Barcelona under the leadership of Prof. Emilio 
Fernandez Peña. Gratitude for this must be given 
to Prof. Fernandez, who has also contributed to 
all of the succeeding editions. Barcelona’s efforts 
made a significant contribution to maintaining 
our network and keeping readers ‘in the loop’ on 
the institution’s activities. This also sparked the 
second partner inclusion in the following edition 
by Prof. Ian Culpan and the New Zealand Centre 
for Olympic Studies as well as of our other  
partners thereafter.

At the time of writing, a total of 9 editions 
of the newsletter have circulated throughout 
the M.A. Olympic Studies Family. These 
publications have resulted from the tremendous 
efforts of our contributors, including the 

M.A. Olympic Studies partner institutions, 
graduates, the OSAC board and staff of the 
GSU’s OSC. While it is no small task, we 
hope that everyone shares our view that the 
newsletter has continued to develop and met 
its original aims. The general structure has 
remained constant, although the GSU’s OSC 
commenced a significant modernization process 
for the 6th edition on the initiative of the OSAC 
board’s proposal.

The modernization process saw the newsletter 
transform into three different versions, namely 
an e-newsletter, a modern interactive pdf 
version and a hosted version on the M.A. 
Olympic Studies’ website. This required 
enlisting the services of an independent media 
and programming consultant for the initial 
publication, also for the creation of the 2nd 
e-newsletter, although the result was that 
the GSU’s OSC pertained its own script and 

M.A. Olympic Studies 
 Newsletter Edition 7

For further reading:

https://www.dshs-koeln.de/olympicstudies

First M.A. Olympic 
Studies Newsletter
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M.A. Olympic Studies  
Hosted Newsletter

M.A. Olympic Studies  
Newsletter New Design

template to be used for future editions.  
We have been delighted by the result of 
everyone’s efforts, which also garnished 
tremendous appreciation from our readers.  
The new mediums allow for the smooth 
transition from either the e-newsletter or  
pdf version to relevant websites as well  
as other individual benefits.

Besides having a more appealing design,  
the new column layout for the pdf version 
allows for an easier read and greater  
flexibility, meaning that the sections  
can be moved around freely depending on  
the included contents. Thus, no longer did  
a new section necessarily have to begin on  
a different page. With regards to the topics, 
the GSU’s OSC also saw it fit to join some  
of the news of the partner institutions  
and additional information into the Joint  
OSC News section.

As is the nature of an e-newsletter, the new 
medium allowed for our recipients to select 
which sections and topics they might wish to 
read in full, without having to skim through 
the entire newsletter. The selected design, in 
our view and from the received feedback, was 
aesthetically pleasing and the inclusion of 
hyperlinks to the various websites and social 
media platforms of the GSU’s OSC can be 
viewed as supporting the intention of fostering 
dialogue and engaging with the M.A. Olympic 
Studies Family. 

The majority of the included hyperlinks 
included in both the pdf version and 
e-newsletter brings the reader to that of our 
3rd version, the hosted newsletter on the M.A. 
Olympic Studies website. Originally, this version 
was only created as a means to host the full 
articles when clicking through the e-newsletter 
version. However, we have learned that it has 

taken on a whole identity and function of its 
own. Numerous members of the M.A. Olympic 
Studies Family have communicated to us their 
fondness of the fact that the hosted version 
allows them to come back to the news articles at 
a later date without having to locate either the 
e-newsletter email or downloaded pdf. Besides 
this unintended benefit, these comments also 
prove that our readers are engaging with the 
publication. Our gratitude must be given to 
everyone who has shared their feedback as 
without these comments we would not have 
been able to shape the newsletter into what it 
has become today.

M.A. Olympic Studies  
E-Newsletter 
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5.3.  
M.A. Olympic  
Studies Promotion

T he programme coordinators and 
partners have undertaken numerous 
activities to promote the M.A. Olympic 

Studies over the last 10 years. These opportuni-
ties have contributed much to forming the status 
of the programme today and firmly placing it on 
the international academic circuit. We wish to 
briefly comment on a few of these here, which 
are ordered below chronologically:

Olympic Review

We were delighted when the opportunity 
presented itself to make a first announcement 
to the Olympic Movement of the M.A. Olympic 
Studies’ existence in the Olympic Review (2010). 
Introducing the programme to the Olympic 
Movement, the article included the aims and 
objectives of this new academic initiative.  
Of course, this can be best represented by the 
article itself, which is why we have included  
the printed words therein below:

» A new Master of Arts in Olympic Studies 
was launched in September 2010. This 
unique Olympic-focused two-year pro-

gramme will be delivered part-time in order to 
facilitate the participation of those in em-
ployment. Its main target groups are Olympic 
Movement professionals aiming to increase 
their Olympic knowledge in social sciences and 

humanities. The programme is organized by the 
German Sport University Cologne but delivered 
by an international partnership of prestigious 
European universities including University of 
Mainz (University KL), Loughborough Univer-
sity, Autonomous University of Barcelona and 
University of Lyon.

The basic learning outcomes are to enhance 
the participant’s Olympic knowledge in social 
Sciences and humanities, to promote their 
appreciation of the nature and significance 
of values in the advocacy and practice of 
Olympism and to foster critical reflection on 
processes of continuity and transformation in 
the Olympic Movement and on the relationship 
between Olympism and wider social contexts. 

The course is taught in English and candidates 
are required to hold a bachelor’s degree or 
its equivalent and have at least two years 
work experience in an environment relevant 
to the interests of the Olympic family and 
its stakeholders ideally. The programme is 
managed by Stephan Wassong who holds a 
full professorship in sport history and Olympic 
Studies at the German Sport University Cologne. 
For more information visit  
www.osc-cologne.com or send an email to 
wassong@dshs-koeln.de.«
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SportsPro  
Interview  

2015 

SportsPro Articles 2015 & 2016

The M.A. Olympic Studies had the honour to 
be featured within the acclaimed SportsPro 
magazine in 2015 and 2016. Both of these 
dedications provided a significant opportunity  
to spread the programme’s accolade, of course, 
to the public and helped to further cement  
its purpose. 

The segment in November 2015 took the form 
of Prof. Stephan Wassong’s featured interview 
within the magazine’s Thought Leaders 
section. Therein, he stressed the relevance 
and importance of education for the Olympic 
Movement and its Values, particularly regarding 
the Olympic Agenda 2020. Furthermore, 
he demonstrated how the concept Olympic 
Education was currently being addressed, e.g. 
in the teachings of the GSU’s OSC and the M.A. 
Olympics Studies programme. 

Adding to the remarks of the previous year,  
the programme organisers were delighted 
when the chance arose for the M.A. Olympic 
Studies to have a stand-alone feature within the 
December 2016 edition. The feature presented 
key information on the aims and purpose of  
the programme and the next opportunity  
for prospective candidates to submit an  
official application.
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SportsPro  
Inclusion  

2016

Nils Holmegaard at the  
Opening Ceremony 2019

NOCNet & IOC’s OSC Newsletter

During the application periods of the M.A. 
Olympic Studies’ last three intakes, the IOC 
through Olympic Solidarity has supported 
the programme via transmitting news on the 
upcoming application and key information 
through the NOCNet (NOC extranet). We 
are wholeheartedly thankful for this as the 
opportunity to use NOCNet has allowed for  
us to connect with a much broader 
international pool of prospective participants 
working in the Olympic Movement. The 
tireless efforts of Nicole Girard-Savoy and Nils 
Holmegaard from Olympic Solidarity alongside 
their colleagues have contributed much to the 
development of the programme.
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Maria Bogner at the  
Opening Ceremony 2019

Since 2012, the M.A. Olympic Studies has 
regularly featured in the IOC’s OSC Newsletter. 
Like the information circulated via the NOCNet 
portal, this initiative has proven to significantly 
enhance the reach of the programme when 
conducting application periods and that of the 
programme’s overall accolade. Appreciation 
must be given to Maria Bogner, Head of the IOC 
Olympic Studies Centre, and Nuria Puig, Head 
of Universities’ Relation of the IOC’s Olympic 
Studies Centre, for their efforts herewith and 
continual support of the M.A. Olympic Studies.

M.A. Olympic Studies 
Masterstudies.com Webpage

Masterstudies.com

At the end of 2016, the GSU’s OSC approached masterstudies.com (Keystone Academic Solutions) 
to enquire about advertising the M.A. Olympic Studies on their database of global programmes. 
Together with the company’s employees, a comprehensive portfolio for the programme was 
designed that incorporated functions to improve interactions with new applicants. We were 
pleased with the initial success of the advertising project that led to a large increase in enquires 
about the programme. Thus, together with the fact that we welcomed a number of participants into 
the M.A. Olympic Studies Family from this venture, it was decided to extend the service until mid 
2018. Although it was a tough decision, the partnership with Keystone concluded following this 
extension in 2018 as we had sufficiently built a base of participant advocates. These M.A. Olympic 
Studies multipliers alongside the support of the IOC and Olympic Solidarity meant that we were 
then able to better utilize our resources for the benefit of the programme and its participants.
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M.A. Olympic Studies  
Facebook & LinkedIn Page

M.A. Olympic Studies Social Media

Naturally, with the changing landscape of 
modern master degree programmes, the M.A. 
Olympic Studies has undertaken the task of 
developing a social media presence. The first 
initiative herewith was the creation of our 
Facebook page back in 2013. Whereas other 
platforms have begun to grasp more attention 
in recent years, the argument can certainly 
be made that Facebook still meets the aims of 
situating such a programme as ours within the 
social media landscape. Above all, this concerns 
the fostering of a community interested in the 
M.A. Olympic Studies.

News on the activities of the GSU’s OSC and 
our partners concerning the M.A. Olympic 
Studies are posted on the page, when available, 
as well as key information for our participants, 
future candidates and graduates. In a similar 
fashion to that of the e-newsletter, social media 

enables us to share bite-sized information for 
interested parties to read further via following 
the link to the respective website. Interestingly, 
the Facebook page has been found to be one 
of the key modes for interested applicants to 
find out about the M.A. Olympic Studies and 
provides them with the information necessary 
to make an application. We are very proud 
of the fact that the site has a total of 576 
followers at the time of writing and that many 
engage with our posts in terms of comments, 
likes and shares.

Witnessing how the programme’s participants 
have reached out to us in recent years, it was 
agreed that the M.A. Olympic Studies should 
extend its social media portfolio to include that 
of LinkedIn. Creating the page at the end of 
2019, this has allowed for communication in 
much the same way as through our initiative 

on Facebook. However, we have also learned 
of a few additional benefits when using this 
new platform. These have included the linking 
of our account to the broader page of the 
GSU and participants being able to list the 
M.A. Olympic Studies and GSU within their 
educational activities. 

LinkedIn has taken off in the last years, 
whereby it is now one of the leading 
professional networking sites internationally. 
Whilst we have not yet accumulated the same 
number of followers as on our Facebook page, 
our intention is to continue to use the site 
in the future. Above all, it is believed that 
LinkedIn can better meet the request of our 
M.A. Olympic Studies Family to disseminate 
news on job opportunities and allow our 
followers to make the most of the programme’s 
networking potential. 
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M.A. Olympic Studies  
Welcome  RollUp  

2018 & 2019

Participant Ambassadors

While the above activities are aimed at pro-
moting our study programme and with it the 
distribution of Olympic Values, we are always 
aware of the fact that our participants and grad-
uates actively promote the M.A. Olympic Studies 
within their individual Olympic spheres. This 
can be evidenced by the results of our appli-
cation form; whereby prospective students are 
asked how they learned about the programme. 
The number one response has always been: From 
a current or former participant. To us, this is a 
wonderful compliment and we hope that our 
participants will continue to enjoy and profit 
from our programme.
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Chapter 

 Six 
Olympic Studies  
means to me… 



7th Intake  
Opening Ceremony 
Collection

Six Olympic Studies means to me…
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» The M.A. Olympic Studies means the world 
to me. I loved the learning experience and 
the peers and professors were absolutely 

wonderful. I loved the opportunity to be in an 
engaged community with a shared passion for 
Olympism and Olympic education. 

ABARBANEL-
WOLFF 
ELIAS

 

 Intake 3

 Brown University 
 Director, Sport and Society Initiative 

» M.A. Olympic studies was a once in a lifetime opportunity for me because it was specially de-
signed by the International Olympic Committee and German Sport University to enable knowl-
edge transfer between the academic and the Olympic world. I have been the first Sri Lankan 

who participated in this programme. I have acquired more knowledge in the field of Olympic studies 
by the experts of the field from different Universities as well as the IOA. Therefore, I have travelled 
to Germany, Greece and Spain and have experienced different cultures and study methods. I have met 
good colleagues from all around the world in different fields. All of my course mates are still connect-
ed even after two years following the completion of the programme. I am a lecturer as a profession 
and involved as a key coordinator of NOC SL, which sees me actively support numerous projects and 
programmes. I have been able to incorporate the knowledge gained through this programme into my 
future role with the University and NOC activities in my country. I can highly recommend this Mas-
ter’s programme for any person who is interested in the field of sport and Olympic studies.

ADHIKARI 
ARACHCHIGE 
LAKSHIKA 
MADHUSHANI

 Intake 4
 Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka 
 Senior Lecturer

» Olympic Studies is the most practical thing I have done to advance my career, especially as it 
constitutes the field of my career. Thus, it has provided me with a rewarding professional life 
and a higher-quality of my personal life. The research I did during my studies gave me the 

skills needed to undertake the numerous presented opportunities to conduct research in the real-
world. The programme is a great way to gain life-experience, learn more about what you love and 
give you the tools needed to succeed in your chosen field. This was certainly true for me, it gave 
me opportunities to conduct research in the real-world setting, which led to developing a higher 
self-esteem and sense of self-worth. After I finished the M.A. Olympic Studies it allowed me to have 
a brighter outlook on life. Qatar Olympic and Sport Museum

  Curator – Qatar Sports History

AL ABDULLAH
RAFIAH

 

 Intake 3



» M. A. Olympic Studies means I have been fortunate to have worked along side sport leaders 
from around the world who continuously strive to fuel sport in our communities, both nation-
ally and internationally. Currently, I am working for the Canadian Olympic Committee as part 

of the Game Plan program which adopts similar values to the IOC’s Athlete 365 program, which is an 
outreach for athletes that supports successful transition in and out of sport. After spending 6 years 
competing internationally as an athlete and sport developer, the support throughout my experiential 
research has left me feeling inspired and fulfilled with gratitude for the journey and the people who 
provided love and support along the way.

It is an honour to be a graduate of a prestigious program that challenges, connects and progresses 
opportunities in both the Olympic and Paralympic Movements and their values with humility, 
education and empowerment at the center of my experience. This program exemplifies how the 
power of sport can connect our cultures for change, growth and peace. My overall professional and 
personal development as an athlete, teacher, coach, leader and human has made in impact in how I 
advocate about the importance of sport for all, health and wellness to Canadians and international 
communities at large. Thank you for the opportunity to connect and understand sport across cultures 
and sharing some quality maple syrup while representing the Maple Leaf.

 National Olympic Committee (Canada)
  Game Plan Specialist
  Health and Physical Educator- Secondary 
School, Professional Softball Athlete,  
Toronto 2015 Sport Coordinator, High-
Performance Coach

GALEA 
SHANNON

  

 Intake 3

»The M.A. Olympic Studies is a very unique and distinguished programme that enables one to 
learn about the history and process of the evolution of the Modern Olympics. This insight into 
the history of the Modern Olympics changes one’s fundamental understanding of the Olympic 

ideology, which is too limited to the idea of the Olympic Games for many. Foremost, the concept of 
Olympic Education, essential for Olympism, is disseminated in a manner necessary to carry forth the 
philosophy and rudiments that were identified by Mr. Pierre de Coubertin, founder of the Modern 
Olympics. Having the honour to learn from the prominent gurus of Olympic History, Olympism 
and Olympic Values and its derivations coupled with wonderful and extraordinary colleagues from 
diversified identities raises the intellect and understanding of the world of sports and education. 
The academic content really is amazing and delves into the understanding of and working dynamics 
necessary while working for the Olympic Movement either voluntarily or professionally. This is not 
only an academic endeavor but is a platform for bridging the thought process of many across the 
globe working for the promotion and protection of the Olympic Movement. I have, though only being 
in the very initial module, learnt a lot and developed a better capability and organizational sense to 
elevate, within my role, the functioning of my organization. In the end, for establishing this great 
degree program, Prof. Dr. Stephen Wassong and his team must be congratulated and praised for this 
great idea and its excellent execution.

AHMED
RIZWAN

 

 Intake 7

 National Olympic Committee (Pakistan)
  Manager – Institutional Reforms & Good 
Governance
  Manager Disciplinary Committee (HR) –  
MCB Bank Ltd. Pakistan

Six Olympic Studies means to me…
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» Place to connect Place to enhance my views 
Place to share knowledge

 Sport Industry
  Team Leader
  Public Administration

BEGOVIC’

MARKO
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» Acquiring a wealth of knowledge about the 
Olympic Movement and an important tool 
for my subsequent PhD studies.

 Münchener Golf Club, 81379 München
  PGA golf professional/coach and trainer 
(Deutscher Golf Verband)
  Former Head Coach of the Bavarian  
Golf Team

BIRKLE
WOLFGANG
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» Gaining extensive and critical insights from the field of Olympic Studies as essen-
tial background for establishing the first 

Olympic Studies Centre in Africa at the Uni-
versity of Johannesburg. Building a network of 
informed graduates and professional contacts in 
various sport-related fields across cultural and 
geographic boundaries.

 University of Johannesburg
  Professor and Director of the UJ Olympic 
Studies Centre
  Research Professor Department of Sport  
and Movement Studies

BURNETT-
LOUW
CORA
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» A lot of insights into the Olympic world, 
History, 
A bunch of interesting people  

that all understand that sport has  
the power to unite people, 
A wide network.

 S20 The Sponsor’s Voice e.V.
  General Manager
  Bundesliga International: Head of Global 
Marketing & Club Activities II Bid Committee 
Hamburg 2024: Head of International Bid 
Projects & NOC Relations II Deutsche Sport-
Marketing GmbH: Head of Events 

BERNHARD
JANA

 

 Intake 1

» The M.A Olympic Studies is the best aca-
demic experience I have undertook so far. 
Thank’s to this program, I have been in a 

journey of discovery and learning. I believe that 
sport is a viable way to solve several economic 
and social issues. Today I’ve also learnt that 
sport is one incredible way to live. The only 
thing I am hoping for now is to get the chance 
to join the sport family and occupy a new and 
meaningful position in one sport organization 
and be part of innovative programs that will 
bring impact to society.

 CITROËN TUNISIA
  Marketing Communications  
and CRM Manager

BRAHIM
AHMED

 

 Intake 5



»The M.A. in Olympic Studies meant to me 
an opportunity to deeply explore and know, 
not only all the relevant and interesting as-

pects related to the reestablishment of the Olym-
pic Games but the spirit, sense and main purpose 
behind its foundation by Pierre de Coubertin 
over 100 years ago, bringing into life what he 
denominated Olympism. It allowed me to better 
understand and become more conscious regard-
ing the meaning of Olympism and the impact it 
had, has and the opportunity it has in the future 
to keep serving and positively contribute to the 
growth of humanity. For professionals working 
within Olympic sports organizations, the M.A. 
in Olympic Studies offers a quite complete and 
integral knowledge that will help you to better 
perform your duties.

YOUNG 
ARANDA
DAMARIS 
ITZEL

 

 Intake 6
 National Olympic Committee (Panama)
  Legal & Management Affairs 
  Invited lecturer in Sports Law and Sports 
Management of the University of Panama, 
INEF Catalunya, Lerida University and Qatar 
Olympic Academy 

Six Olympic Studies means to me…

» One of the biggest opportunities of my 
life to meet researchers and governmen-
tal bodies in the Olympic field. Along the 

Course, I was able to understand better how the 
Olympic Movement functions. I would strongly 
recommend the M.A. Olympic Studies to other 
Brazilians who wish to go deeper into the field 
of Olympic Studies.

  Olympic Studies Research Group  
(GPEO-PUCRS)

  Guest Researcher
  Personal Trainer / Bodybuilding Coach / 
Soccer Referee

KESSLER 
MERLIN
GABRIEL

 

 Intake 6

» Provided me with an indepth knowledge 
about the Olympic Movement, gave 
me access to unique knowledge and 

enbabling research as well as stimulating 
intellectual exchange.

  University of Zululand
  Lecturer in Sport and Exercise Technology
  Sport Coordinator

GOUWS
CHANTELL

 

 Intake 5

» When I went to Germany to study Olympic 
Studies, I did not have any prior informa-
tion from Korea. However, in 2019 an Olym-

pic Studies Centre was established at the Korea 
National Sport University where I had graduated 
from. Olympic Studies are currently spreading in 
Korea, and I am proud to have experienced this 
field of knowldge prior to this expansion. M.A. 
Olympic Studies also helped me to make new 
friends and learn about new cultures. The three-
years of the master’s course is an unforgettable 
memory for me.

  German Sport University Cologne
  PhD. student 
  Administration at Korea National  
Sport University

CHOI
JOOHYUN

 

 Intake 3
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» An enormous enrichment of knowledge as 
well as of friendships and most interesting 
encounters within the Olympic context. An 

everlasting bond with Olympism even beyond 
Games time periods. High level information 
exchange and very inspiring discussions during 
and after every module.

  Lufthansa German Airlines
  Flight Attendant
  Translator & Interpreter, Sports event 
management and communication

FRIEDRICH
CLAUDIA

 Intake 1

» It means ... the highest interest for me as 
a study programme. I would like to enrich 
my future and further my opportunities for 

a successful career related to the field of Olympic 
Studies. Moreover I consider this programme to 
be a great way for me to get in touch with the 
overall educational system.

LEE
YONGEUN

 Intake 7

» The opportunity to add an academic 
foundation to my passion for the 
Olympics. Foremost though the 

programme creates the opportunity to meet and 
study with people from all over the world who 
share the same spirit for Olympic sports and its 
values and create a strong network within the 
Olympic Movement.

  Dyson GmbH
  Head of Digital Marketing

MARGOLF
SEBASTIAN

 Intake 4

» Getting academic knowledge on subjects re-
lated to Olympic Sciences and insights from 
the Olympic World; Creating a Professional 

Network, Opportunities of meeting colleagues 
from the field, exchanging ideas on possible col-
laborations; An opportunity to see the Olympic 
World from different perspectives in different 
countries, how is it perceived, organized, gov-
erned ... and in general, different understandings 
for the Olympic Movement.

 NR Sports Volunteering Solutions
  Founder/CEO
  Deputy Volunteers Manager, UEFA Super 
Cup Skopje 2017; Director of Volunteers, 
European Mountain Running Championship 
Skopje 2018; Director of Volunteers Skopje 
Wizz Air Marathon 2018; International 
Federations Coordinator, Youth Olympic 
Games Organizing Committee, YOG 
Lillehammer 2016; National Olympic 
Committee Assistant, Summer Olympic 
Games Rio 2016; NOC Assistant, Youth 
Olympic Games Lausanne 2020; Team Leader 
Language Services, Tokyo 2020

ROCHEVSKA 
NADA

 Intake 6



» M.A. Olympic Studies means to me a step 
forward in the Olympic Movement, an 
opportunity to learn from experts in the 

field and get clarification on some subjects.

 Performance First, Universite Antonine
  General Manager at Performance First and 
teacher at Universite Antonine

NAIMEH 
AIYA MARIA

 Intake 5

»  It means enriching my knowledge in 
Olympic matters and creating lifelong 
networking with key people with the same 
passion for the Olympic Movement.

 inlingua
  Director/Owner

UPRIMNY 
SEBASTIAN

 Intake 7

» M.A. Olympic Studies means an open 
opportunity to grow as an Olympic Games 
expert in the sport journalism world. 

M.A. Olympic Studies means to me the chance 
to learn from the best minds surrounding the 
Olympic Movement. M.A. Olympic Studies 
means to me an important responsibility to 
promote the values of the Olympic Movement to 
those I come in contact with. TikiTaka Studio

  Content Coordinator for NFL Mexico
  Editor in Chief (Soccerly)

PADILLA 
SERRANO 
TALÍA REYNA

 Intake 5

Six Olympic Studies means to me…

»Getting the opportunity to meet like-mind-
ed individuals from across the world. The 
program provides a unique opportunity to 

both learn from and share experiences with ind-
viduals who have the same passion as I do.  The 
international element provides an experience 
that few other academic programs could provide.  
The multiculturalism of the program not only 
means that we learn from sport experiences from 
across the globe, but also receive introductions 
to cultures, sports, and ways of life we may nev-
er have previously.  This program has allowed all 
participants to create personal and professional 
bonds that grow stronger with each module and 
meeting over the entire degree.  These connec-
tions will remain for a lifetime.

LEE 
JUSTIN DANIEL 

 Intake 6

 British Columbia Institute of Technology
  Sports Programs and Intramurals Coordinator
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» M.A Olympic Studies is a multi-disciplinary field, where we can widely study on Olympism and 
the Olympic Movement. It is an academic project of the International Olympic Committee (IOC). 
Professors at the German Sport University Cologne, Germany, University of Mainz, Loughborough 

University, UK, Autonomous University of Barcelona, Spain and Christ University, New Zealand are 
responsible for the delivery of all related contents for Olympic Studies. Especially Prof. Stephan Wassong, 
Prof. Norbert Müller, Dr. Emilio Fernandez, Prof. Ian Culpan, Prof. Jens Flatau and other Professors have 
really critical roles for study programme. They are all supportive and inspirational for participants, they 
share their valuable time and effort to the M.A. Olympic Studies every year and guest participants from 
every corner of the world can gain Olympic Knowledge and Olympic Values in the Olympic Study Centres. 
However, only a few places or locations have been selected for hosting modules. In my personal view, it 
would be a great benefit for the participants if other places or universities of developing countries would 
be ensured for the module seminars. During my Olympic modules, I felt very proud to have gained vast 
knowledge in the field of the Olympic Movement, which I can academically teach to youths, through the 
Indian Olympic Association (IOA), national sports federation and to sports teachers/trainers. Because in 
1894, the founder of the modern Olympic Games, Sir Baron Pierre de Coubertin, inspired us to work on art, 
sports and cultural heritage, where all ages can participate together. Coubertin introduced philosophically 
the value of the Olympic Games, where sports education can be spread across a wide range of worlds. 
We can say that Olympic Studies is more important for transferring knowledge between academic and 
the Olympic world in each participant through their individual work environments. In my mind, the 
two main objectives of the Olympic Studies program are to advocate for a critical appreciation of the 
nature of the individual participant and the importance of the Olympics, the Olympic Games, and the 
Olympic Movement, as well as the importance of values in practice and critical reflection for processes. 
Olympic Studies aims to develop the individual participant’s ability to conduct independent research on 
relevant areas of the Olympic Movement using continuously changing and appropriate methodologies 
on the relationship between the Olympic Movement and Olympic practices. As a sportsperson and sports 
administrator, I am goal-oriented, with a strong commitment to expanding my knowledge with a positive 
approach to winning identities, which will further my personal development and apply my knowledge 
quickly to achieve positive results. My special mission is Olympic education in India, awareness of sports 
and physical fitness for individuals and work academically for all ages. After my thesis, I could continue 
to work for the Olympic family in the world. For this purpose, I am eager to do something more for the 
Olympic family. M.A. Olympic Studies gives us an opportunity to academically spread the Olympic values 
and, for the Olympic Movement, conduct and research projects with the IOC.

 AT RANCHI
  Addition Supretendent of Police, 
Communication & Technical Service, 
Jharkhand Police, Ranchi (India) 
  Deputy Director (Sports). Department of Art, 
Culture, Sports & Youth Affairs, Government 
of Jharkhand, Ranchi (India)

LAKRA
SAROJINI

 

 Intake 5



» Be a spokesperson of the ideals of Olympism instilled by our master’s program 
and the Olympic Movement,  

and with the knowledge acquired have  
the opportunity to promote values programs  
for young athletes and contribute to their  
life plans. 

 Guatemalan Sports Confederation
  Sports Technical Manager
  Research and Technology Coordinator  
of the Guatemalan Sports Confederation 

SOLÓRZANO 
GRAMAJO 
BYRON 
LEONARDO

 Intake 5

» The place where excellence, respect and 
friendship meet. A valuable milestone 
in my life and professional career. A 

meaningful learning of the Olympic Movement 
and its unique power to build greater 
understanding for a world with peace and 
solidarity. A solid knowledge and inspiration 
which make me capable to serve and promote 
the fundamental principles of Olympism. 
Passion. Education. Action.

 The Olympic Studies Center in Israel
  Coordinator

HAR LEV
YARDEN

 Intake 6

Six Olympic Studies means to me…

» A new world opened up to me when 
I entered the Programme. Although I 
participated in 3 Olympic Games (Beijing 

2008; London 2012 and Rio de Janeiro) as a 400 
meter hurdle athlete, I had practical expierence 
but this Programme gave me more insight 
and understanding of the Olympic Games and 
Movement. I enjoyed the lecturers’ passion and 
it is contagious to work with people like them. 

 University of Pretoria 
 Lecturer  
 Olympic Athlete

VAN ZYL
LJ

 Intake 7

» The M.A. Olympic Studies has been an 
impressive program to me, enriching me 
with much knowledge and skills related 

to my daily work, and has tremendously 
opened my eyes on the international Olympic 
Movement. This program helps a lot students 
working within sports institutions as they 
do not have to leave their jobs and sit out 
for studies. Thanks to the German Sport 
University and the entire M.A. Olympic Studies 
team of lecturers.

  National Olympic Committee (Rwanda)
  Executive Director
  Phyical Education Teacher 

MUKUNDIYUKURI
JEAN DE DIEU

 Intake 6
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» To have experienced an incredibly inspiring environment that consists of 
excellent Olympic scholars, ideal learning conditions at the campus of the 
German Sport University, intense but rewarding module weeks and, most 

importantly of all, to get to meet and share the experience with my fellow students, 
across different intakes. They are the most amazing people from all over the world. 
If I was to point out one single strength of the programme, then it would be the room 
given for discussion with people from diverse backgrounds. They have certainly 
enriched my mind and broadened my horizons. The content of the programme were 
100% relevant for my daily work at the Norwegian Olympic Museum and the contacts 
made mean a lot both professionally and personally. I still miss the biannual module 
weeks and my advice to all current and future students would be to enjoy and live in 
the experience as long as it lasts.

  Inland Norway University  
of Applied Sciences

  PhD Research Fellow
  Curator of Collections,  
Norwegian Olympic Museum  
(on leave for duration of PhD project)

KÜHN
SEBASTIAN

 Intake 3

» An opportunity to get more insight  
into Olympism and understand the 
philosophy of Pierre de Coubertin.  

The diversity of the class also ensured we  
had lively well informed debates guided by  
the wealth of experience and knowledge from  
across the globe. 

 National Olympic Committee (Zimbabwe) 
  Board Member
  WADA Anti-Doping Education Officer 

MUDAWARIMA
STEPHEN

 

 Intake 6

»M.A. Olympic Studies means to me a 
reflective process of what sports are really 
about. It will possibly leads me to a new 

direction for my future work. I am happy to have 
met people from all over the world who share 
my passion for sports and like to exchange ideas 
with one another. I have learned so much both 
in and out of the classroom with the people 
(classmates and professors) on the progamme. 

YAN 
XINMIN 

 Intake 4

  Beijing the-One Sports & Culture  
Ltd. Co.- Goal-China Football  
Film Festival

  VP, Director
  China Representative,  
Volvo Ocean Race



» Meeting, studying, discussing and 
becoming friends with people from all over 
the world!

  Organizing Committee German Gymnastic 
Festival Leipzig 2021

  Head Of Department - Competitions

MÜLLER 
(BURCHARTZ)
KATJA

 Intake 3

» The M.A. Olympic Studies course was the 
gateway to my future as an academic and 
as a researcher. It gave me the skills and 

the confidence to become a lecturer, providing 
the fundamentals that are needed to support 
students and the insight on how to conduct 
research into contemporary Olympic related 
issues such as social capital, legacy and event 
management. I’ve remained friends with many 
people from the course and I’m now pursuing 
my PhD at the GSU – one of my favourite places 
in the whole World!

 Birmingham City University
  Senior Teaching Fellow
  Lecturer at Coventry University, Senior 
Lecturer at Amos Sport Business School

EVANS
PETER

 

 Intake 2

» - Global networking  
with different people
 - shared values 
 - Higher goals 
- An opprtunity for academic 
breakthroughs.

 Olympic Broadcasting Services
  Olympic Video Player Operation Manager
  HBS, EVS, Sochi2014, PyeongChang2018, 
FIFA2018

KRYLOVA
DARIA

 Intake 7

Six Olympic Studies means to me…

»A great intercultural experience, coming 
back to Cologne and the GSU with great 
facilities and staff as well as other 

Universities and Olympic events. An opportunity 
to visit the IOC headquarters in Lausanne, 
experience Olympic education and ethics, values 
in an international context, a very diverse 
student group.

STEIN 
LOTHAR 

 Intake 1

  Hannover Medical School, Institute of Sports 
Medicine/Olympic Sports Center Lower 
Saxony, Hannover, Germany

  Sports Scientist
  International Study Coordinator, “Activate-
CF”, University Childrens Clinic, Würzburg, 
Germany; 1st Bundesliga-Mens Head 
Basketball Coach, Braunschweig, Germany
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» To reflect and build a more solid and 
academic foundation to my 30 years of 
activity and involvment within the Olympic 

Movement. A fantastic opportunity to share and 
grow my personal and professional expertise 
about the Olympic Movement. To have access to 
high level education and expertise through the 
excellence of Olympic studies curriculum and its 
key personnel.

 Winteruniversiade 2021
  Head of Sport Services
  Sports Director Union Internationale de 
Pentathlon Moderne; National Team Coach 
Great Britan and Canada Modern Pentathlon

WAEFFLER 
PHILIPP

 Intake 6

» The MA Olympic Studies means to me that 
there truly exists a platform where popular 
trends, thoughts and theory within the 

Olympic Movement can be presented, as well 
as challenged. It’s fantastic for anyone working 
with sport and the Olympics. The group work, 
the heated discussions, the laughter and the new 
friends - If I could do it all again I would. 

 Solutions
  Senior Consultant for Sport, Outreach and 
Education at Qatar Olympic and Sports 
Museum [Doha]

COLLINS
MICHAEL 
ANTHONY

 

 Intake 3

» Learning the history of the Olympic 
Movement and what the fore fathers, 
especially Pierre de Coubertin had 

envisioned sports would achieve. I strongly 
believe that if the core Olympic Movement 
values could be used, taught and spread all 
across the globe, milestone achievement 
such as world peace, equality, general health 
improvement, etc. could be actualized.
This international program has also helped me 
to understand sport administration dynamics 
through interacting with sports coaches and 
administrators from other countries. It is just 
an awesome learning experience where lifetime 
friends are also made. The German Sport 
University Team has also mastered the art of 
hosting international students. They are always 
very quick to assist and also insure that students 
are receiving the best hospitality. 

  Rosedale Holdings (PTY) LTD
  HR & Administration Director 
  Sports Development Officer,  
Logistics Manager 

NLEYA
UYAPO

 Intake 3



» The M.A Olympic Studies means an increase in the awareness of the importance of Sports as 
a catalyst of personal and society change. One of the most important outcomes for me was 
the ability to develop an overall framework of the Sports Ecosystem and the areas which are 

impacted when a stakeholder takes a decision.
As a former athlete, I found extremely rewarding and somehow innovative the discussion around 
the coach and his/her role in the development of the athlete. 
Maybe the most important takeaway for me were the discussions and learning around the 
Philosophy of Sport as developed by Pierre de Coubertin and how relevant these principles 
remain in the 21st Century and the current challenges Sports is facing. I believe it is extremely 
contemporary to address Sports as a tool for a holistic development of the human being and that’s 
the original idea of Pierre de Coubertin. 
Being an engineer, I am thrilled with the concept and opportunity that new technologies  
(such as Augmented Reality, Cloud just o name a few) can enhance and help the dissemination  
of the Principles developed for Modern Olympism. New technologies can assist us developing a 
modern understanding of those Principles of Olympism and the M.A. helped me to understand  
the potencial of using those technologies and the impact that may have in the Sports Industry  
as a whole. 

 Olympic Broadcasting Services
  Director of Telecommunications
  Nokia – Head of Consulting &  
System Integration

REIS
MARIO

 Intake 5

» That I am part of the Olympic family. That 
I am very fortunate to be able to study 
at a highly recognized sports university. 

That my thinking will be challenged.That I will 
gain a tremendous amount of knowledge from 
the Olympic study programme. That I will meet 
interesting people from  
various countries.

 Christchurch Girls’ High School
  Sports Coordinator
  Middle Distance Sports Coach/Athletics  
New Zealand; Administrator High 
Performance Sport

RÜDER
BIRGA (BEE)

 Intake 4

Six Olympic Studies means to me…

 Korea Sports Promotion Foundation (KSPO)
  Manager

CHOI
YUJEONG

 Intake 4

»  Inspiration
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» I have the opportunity to learn about a world which is new to athletes in my sport. 
Cheerleading athletes have trained very 

hard not only physically but mentally and 
emotionally to be a part of a higher calling in 
athleticism. We want to represent more than 
just the stereotypes and we must educate 
ourselves in order to do so. A long time 
cheerleading athlete turned coach, turned  
part of the international federation, my goal  
is to steer my corner of the ship towards Olympic 
dreams – this degree will help me understand the 
meaning of Olympism and use this knowledge to 
encourage cheerleading athletes to follow in this 
direction. It means to me to be part of a sport 
legacy, and sports history. Learning about 
Olympic Values and helping young cheer 
athletes learn about them can help propel our 
sport into the next formative generation. 

 International Cheer Union
  Director of Coaching Skill Credentialing, staff 
member
  Head of Cheer Program for Varsity China, 
swing and assistant stunt captain on 
Broadway’s “Bring It On: The Musical”

ROE
BILLIE SUE

 

 Intake 7

» An amazing platform to deepen my 
knowledge in different areas connected to 
the Olympic and Paralympic Movement. 

Knowledgeable teachers and students from all 
over the world passionate about sports in general 
and the Olympic Movement in particular are 
coming together to learn, discuss, and share.

 Turbopass GmbH
  Marketing Manager
  Head of Marketing at 3-2-1 Qatar Olympic  
& Sports Museum

SCHULZE
ANITA

 Intake 3

»  Interesting and global views on sports 
management and an opportunity to meet 
other colleagues from around the world and 
create long term friendships. To understand 
the details of managing sports organizations, 
governance, marketing and communications. 
I was also very fortunate to meet highly 
qualified lecturers and receive their 
perspectives.

 Self-Employed
  Consultant/Trainer
  Secretary General -  
Confederation of African Canoe

PATWA
SAIFUDIN 
KURBAN

 Intake 2

  German Rugby Association
  High Performance Director/CEO
  Founder, TV Commentator,  
Professional Sportsman

WILHELM 
MANUEL ADU

 Intake 6



Six Olympic Studies means to me…

 Gloria Golf Resort/Golf Club
  Head Golf Professional

TANAKINCI
ONUR SELIM

 Intake 6

»  A big family that will always be with  
me and make a contribution not only for 
my career development but also for my  
self improvement.

  Kampala City Council Authority/ 
Uganda Olympic Committee

  Youth Councilor/Secretary for  
Sustainability Commission
 IT Officer Ministry of Internal Affairs

NALWADDA 
CHOCHO
IMMACULATE

 Intake 4

» Applying for this program was one of the 
best decisions of mine. I feel challenged 
after each module, which is keeping me 

motivated. M.A. Olympic Studies has the 
entirety of great academic staff. I was able to 
feel their enthusiuasm for teaching. It is 
inspiring to see all the students coming from 
different countries and various backgrounds. I 
am looking forward to meeting with my friends 
at the next module.

 International Paralympic Committee
  Classification Coordinator
  Physiotherapist for various national teams, 
Para-Alpine Skiing and Wheelchair Curling 
Manager in Turkish Sports Federation for the 
Physically Disabled

SEYHAN
RABIA GÜLÇIN

 Intake 7

»  An extraordinary experience. I had always 
wanted to study at the German Sport 
University Cologne, for me this was a 
dream come true. Entering the library, 
walking by the hallways, meeting Professor 
Wassong, Dr. Jörg and all the colleagues. 
It is still a challenge for me because I have 
to finish my thesis. The world of Olympism 
has been always like a child memoir, but a 
field of dreams because I have love sports 
as an athlete, a professional in the field as 
a coach, a medical doctor, a physiologist 
practitioner, a sports journalist and a 
follower of every captivating story that it 
has. If life gives me a chance and I finish 
the different task that I still have, I would 
like to keep studying Sports History, 
that would be wonderful. I had such a 
great time at the Sport University and I 
recommend it to everyone involved in sport.

 Conader (Guatemalan Council of Sport)
  Director of Conader Science Commission
  Director National Antidoping Organization 
and Viceminister Culture and Sport

AGUILAR 
CHANG
FRANCISCO 
JOSÉ JOAQUÍN

 Intake 5
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» A great academic education. Identification 
with the Olympic values. A great 
chance to get in contact with interesting 

people. A worldwide connection in the sports 
environment. People from all parts of the world 
sharing similar values. A strong connection 
to the former study colleagues. Get to know 
different ways of working and preparing 
presentations. Improvement of my academic 
works. Get to know a lot of experts in the field 
of Olympic Studies.

 Special Olympics Germany
  Project Coordinator
  Sports Teacher

HERRMANN
NICOLAI

 

 Intake 3

» Attending the M.A. Olympic Studies 
affords me the opportunity to learn in a 
multicultural environment from experts 

in the field. Not only do we learn from the 
presenters; but we also learn from each other 
and how each country reacts to different 
issues discussed in the modules. Many of 
the conversations out of the classroom have 
been extremely informative and add to the 
presentations during normal class times.”

  National Olympic and Paralympic  
Committee (U.S.)

  Director, Archives
  Archivist, US Navy; Archives Specialist, 
National Archives

HEDGPETH
TERESA

 Intake 7

» Being part of an exceptional community. 
Making friends from all around the 
world. Getting an academic perspective 

on the emotional topic of Olympics. Creating 
unforgettable memories together. Meeting 
people of different backgrounds, cultures and 
businesses. Broadening the own scope of the 
world on sport and beyond. An extraordinary 
experience. Exchanging with various experts 
on one topic. Growing together, becoming one 
Olympic family. 

 Ottobock SE & Co KGaA
  Manager Sports Marketing & Sponsoring

WUNDERLICH 
(DROGGE)
DANIELA

 

 Intake 2

» M.A. Olympic Studies means for me a great 
moment in my academic career. The excel-
lence of the course and the great recogni-

tion in the Olympic and Paralympic movements 
are making the difference in my professional ca-
reer. Also, the possibility to exchange experienc-
es with teachers and classmates was essential to 
acquire new and unique knowledge.

 Sportofollow
  CEO/Founder
  Venue Manager in Rio 2016 Olympic  
and Paralympic Games OC

PANTOJA
RICARDO 
RODRIGUES

 

 Intake 5



Six Olympic Studies means to me…

Social Setting  
Collection
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Teaching  
Environment  
Collection



» The opportunity to achieve a deeper comprehension of the Olympic Movement 
from the roots until today. The capacity 

to apply this knowledge to solve today’s 
society challenges, concerning not only sport 
and Olympism, but also political, social and 
educational issues both in a global and  
national levels.   

 Government of Catalonia  
(Generalitat de Catalunya)    

  Secretari General for Sport  
and Physical Activity, Director    
  General Director for Sports of the 
Government of Catalonia. Member of the 
Parliament of Catalonia. Deputy Mayor of 
the City of Vilanova i La Geltrú (Barcelona).

FIGUERAS 
ALBÀ 
GERARD MARTÍ 

 Intake 7

» It gives me a different angel to see society 
through the scope of sports. It completely 
changed my mind and the way I saw sports 

earlier compared to now. It is completely based 
on experience and practice.

 Government PG College, Waidhan
 Sport Officer
  Assistant Professor Sport Biomechanics    

SINGH
UMA KANT 

 Intake 6

» Sharing the same passion for Olympism 
with my peers in the room; meeting friends 
for life and having been given the unique 

opportunity to study the Olympic Movement in 
depth from many different angles outside the 
managerial aspects.

 Oracle Software GmbH
 Marketing & Communications Manager DECH
  Sports Marketing Project Manager at OMEGA 
SA, United World Wrestling, adidas AG

STÖHR
ANN-CHRISTIN

 

 Intake 4

» M.A. Olympic Studies means to me the 
historical development of martial arts in 
historical times always including a 

corresponding health sport. Martial arts had 
always a philosophical background and moved 
along with their approaches of health sports. 
Each culture developed its own special 
philosophical teachings. The Olympic Studies 
helped to me to see the humanistic theory and 
anthropology of martial arts in their historical 
development, as well as to explain the sociology 
of health, physical culture and sport.

  Ambulant Rehabilitanion Clinic
  Sports Therapist as Sports Scientist
  Graduated Sports Trainer in a  
Psychosomatic Rehabilitation Clinic

STOYLOFF
ROMAN

 

 Intake 6

Six Olympic Studies means to me…
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» A new horison for my life.  
Improving confident in  
my career.  

 Project Manager
  Galatasaray Sports Club as a Deputy 
Manager of the Water-Polo department, 
Olympic Committee of Turkey as a Project 
Manager. Plug and Play as a Office Manager

LÜDERS
GIZEM

 Intake 2

» Just as important as broader education,  
I believe that the M.A. Olympic Studies 
provides students with a rich, meaningful 

knowledge on the Olympic Movement and gain a 
better life in general. As one gains greater 
exposure to and an understanding of the 
Olympics, one develops qualities of responsible 
citizenship. The M.A. Olympic Studies enabled 
me to connect the present and the future of  
the Olympics. This is a once off opportunity that 
allows one to study the Movement hollistically. 
This is a true eye opener.

  Ministry of Sport, Youth  
and National Service

  Sport Officer

KATUKULA
VICTORIA 
TILOVANHU

 Intake 7

» The M.A Olympic Studies means a lot to me. My relationship with the Olympic Movement 
started in Syria, when I participated in many courses at the Olympic Academy. In 2008 I was 
selected by the Syrian Olympic Committee to represent Syria for the IOA’s 48th session for 

young participants in Olympia. Being there made me fall inlove with the Olympics, and through my 
connections there I’ve heard about the Olympic Studies Masters in Cologne. So far, the M.A is the 
best thing I’ve ever done in my life. I enjoyed every minute, every module, and most importantly 
I made real friends with whom I shared my passion for sports. We built great memories that will 
last forever, memories that make me smile everytime I remember my experience at the German 
Sport University in Cologne. After I finished my studies, I got the chance to work for the 1st school 
Olympic programme at the UAE Olympic Committee, and in 2016 I voulnteerd for Rio Olympic 
Games. I’m willing to continue my passion for the Olympics, and I will try my best to be part of the 
Olympic Movement, where ever I am on this globe.

  Sports Journalist

SUMLAJI
DANA

 Intake 1



» A possibility to develop and grow in this 
branch and open new opportunities. It 
gives us the chance to become a valuable 

asset for the Olympic Movement as you have 
the possibility to improve knowledge and 
communication and create peoples’ awareness of 
the movement. Sport is my passion and its really 
satisfactory for me personally and professionally 
to be part of this M.A.

 adidas AG
  Global Junior Product Manager  
Outdoor Apparel
  Inventory Control Specialist

DE MENDIA 
OLIVARES
MAITE

 Intake 7

» An education  that did change  
my life.

  LG Electronics Europe
  Executive Assistant to CEO LG  
Electronics Europe
  International Paralympic Committee

KRIEGER-HONG 
EUNKYUNG

 Intake 1

» The M.A. Olympic Studies Programme shows the positive role of the Olympic Movement 
around the globe in general, and the German Sport University Cologne as a bridge builder in 
particular, in bringing together different people and cultures to create a community of values 

of fair play, solidarity and humanity. Exchanging, studying and living with so many different 
cultures, nationalities and personalities, during the seminars is similar to live in a small Olympic 
Village and is a unique experience for the international students. “Celebrating Olympics means 
relying on history ... Demanding the peoples to love one another is a kind of puerility; to ask them 
to respect one another is not a utopia; but to esteem someone, you have to know each other first.” 
(Baron Pierre de Coubertin)

  German Olympic Society - State 
Association Baden-Württemberg

 General Secretary/Project Manager

KRIMMER
KLAUS 
ROLAND

 

 Intake 7

Six Olympic Studies means to me…

» Expand my knowledge in the Olympic 
Movement and better understand it. 
Empower me with the tools to better 

succeed in my career as an athlete by 
supporting my peer athletes in Jordan and help 
me to introduce new ideas and better serve 
them. And as an international relation manager 
to better serve my NOC and my country.

  National Olympic Committee (Jordan)
  International Relations Manager

DAWANI
NADIN FARID 
KHALIL

 Intake 7
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»  A great opportunity for me to be able to 
serve very well the expectations of the 
Olympic and the Paralympic movement  
and also the world of Sport.

  Sportradar GmbH 
 Sports Data Operator
  International Paralympic Committee – 
Membership Engagement

MOUKOKO 
NKWANE 
SIEGFRIED 
LEONEL

 Intake 7

» ....a life-defining experience that led to a knowledge-base for a professional 
career, long-lasting friendships, fantastic 

colleagues and a family.

  Department of Public Health,  
Aarhus University

  Assistant Professor for Sport  
and Social Science
  Academic Staff Member,  
Olympic Studies Centre, GSU

KRIEGER   
JÖRG

  

 Intake 1

» Becominga member of the Olympic family; 
to understand and get deeper knowledge on 
its values and message which the Olympic 

Movement sends through sport to all people 
around the world. Thanks to the M.A. Olympic 
Studies I have met many inspirational 
proffessors, sport enthusiasts, colleagues and 
friends. I am very proud to be a graduate of the 
M.A. Olympic Studies programme at German 
Sport University Cologne.

  Prague, Czech Republic
 I ndependent – Business development 
manager

  Project Manager at Ott Ventures, Prague, 
Czech Republic; Headcoach and Sport 
Manager at Tennisclub Meilen, Switzerland, 
Tennis Coach at ITF/WTA Tour, Worldwide

CHVOJKA
MARTIN 

 Intake 3

» I have been given an opportunity to develop my scope, knowledge and 
understanding of the Olympic history, the 

movement and the working environment. It has 
also increased my chances of a promotion :). It 
has offered me free networking opportunities 
with my classmates. Bonds I would not find 
anywhere. It has given me the opportunity to 
also get to know Cologne and its people. Very 
wonderful city.

  National Olympic Committee (Uganda)
  Administrator

NJAWUZI
ELIJAH

 Intake 6



» The M.A. Olympic Studies was an interesting time that helped me gain a lot of valuable 
input and knowledge of and around the Olympic Movement, some of which I can still 
apply in my daily work. But most importantly, I have the fondest memories of and with 

a group of fantastic fellow students from all over the world and formed friendships, which 
will last a long time.

  International Ski Federation (FIS)
  Media Coordinator Nordic 
Combined/Communications 
Coordinator

TEGETHOF
SILKE

 

 Intake 4

»  More chances to upgrade my professional 
knowledge. More chances to get into a new 
platform. More chances to widen my view 
in Olympic Sports.

 Chinese Athletics Asscociation
  Senior Manager
  Senior Manager in Beijing Olympic Games 
Organizing Committee

YANG
ZHONGMIN

 Intake 7

»  An enrichment  
of knowledge

 Active Local Europe
  Secretary General
  Too many ;-)

DE WITTE
PHILIPPE

 Intake 1 » The core of my sporting education and 
excellence. Its the ideal masters for a 
working individual, a mother of young elite 

swimmers as well as a sports enthusiast. 
Flexible schedule and a great teaching team and 
superb curriculum, I believe its the best I could 
choose with my hectic schedule.

  Uganda Volleyball Federation
 President
  Working concurrently with 
 electoral commission 

NAMANDA
HADIJA

 Intake 4

Six Olympic Studies means to me…
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»  To live the Olympic dream  
and be part of a global movement  
that changes lives. 

 Colombian Cheerleading Federation
  Judges Coordinator
  College Professor 

CAMPOS 
FONTECHA
EVERTH 
EDICSON

 

 Intake 6

» MA Olympic Studies is a really unique and 
dymanic programme. Last year I made a 
switch from athlete relations work to 

anti-doping, and I can say with certainty that 
my transition was smooth in large part due to 
the knowledge that I gained during my studies. 
Yet the programme was an excellent way to 
broaden not just my knowledge, but also my 
network. It was inspiring to be surrounded by a 
group of colleagues and professors who are just 
as passionate about sport and the Olympic 
Movement as I am. Our group finished the last 
module over a year ago but we all still remain in 
close contact – and I am sure some of my 
classmates will remain lifelong friends.

  International Testing Agency
 Education Manager
  National Olympic Committee (Canada)  
– Olympian Legacy and Marketing  
Program Manager

OVTCHINNIKOVA 
ABASOLO
OLYA

 

 Intake 5

»M.A. Olympic Studies means to me an unparalleled place of learning for those who aim to be 
leaders in sport. The future of sport begins at M.A. Olympic Studies. MAOS is a unique 
international program in Olympic Studies. The program implements a high-level, 

interdisciplinary curriculum in Olympic Studies which fosters the links between the academic world 
and the Olympic world. The academic standard of the program is very high; the professors are at the 
very top of the chain. This program bring more integrity to world sport & increase its value 
producer’s professionals who can perform at an international level in sport organization. this program 
is a great opportunity for people with the fresh prospective to learn from each other, since it is such 
abroad variety of topic in it. For me it’s also about Olympic Education & it gives me a lot of 
knowledge, since my concern as a researcher is transform in society. Most importantly, the program 
creates a network of professionals that become family who have a passion for developing sports 
throughout the world. Working with people from different nations, backgrounds and social outlook 
definitely prepares one for leadership as you learn to navigate different opinions.

  International Catchball federation
 CEO
  Elite Sport Department,  
The NOC Professional Unit

DAVIDOV
HILLA

 Intake 6



»  A major step to increasing my knowledge about the Olympic Movement, its purpose and 
how to better it. It also gives me great tools to better serve my country and the sports’  
movement worldwide by bettering my view of the Olympic vision and how the sport 
community should look and function today.

  National Olympic Committee  
( Jordan)

  Secretary General
  Former CEO at  
United Business Applications

MAJALI
NASSER

 Intake 6

 ANGEL Sport Events
  Managing Director
  Planning and Development Manager – 
Bahrain Athletics Association 
BoD Member – Bahrain Collegiate Athletic 
Association 
International relations Coordinator – 
International Military Sports Council (CISM) 
Planning and Development Manager – 
Bahrain Athletics Association 
BoD Member – Bahrain Collegiate Athletic 
Association 
International relations Coordinator – 
International Military Sports Council (CISM) 
Planning and Development Manager – 
Bahrain Athletics Association, BoD Member 
– Bahrain Collegiate Athletic Association, 
International relations Coordinator – 
International Military Sports Council (CISM)

AL MAHMEED
MAY

 Intake 5

» A dream coming true and the chance to 
connect the Academic world to the practical 
application of the Olympic education in a 

NGO through the sport/tennis. The chance to 
bring to the academic world a real case of 
transformation of young people through sport, 
using Olympic Education as a pedagogical line. 
The opportunity to validate, deepen and share 
the work of the Tennis Foundation, which 
regularly serves more than 1400 young people, in 
its 14 cores, in partnership with 28 public 
schools, in 8 cities and 2 states in Brazil. For the 
last but not for the least, develop my skills in 
the direction to understand as best as possible, 
how Olympic Education and sport came into 
existence, make it possible for people to rewrite 
their life projects through sport.

 Tennis Foundation
 General and Pedagogical Coordinator 
  Head Coach from Brazilian (1997-2011) 
 and USA (2012-2017) Fistball Team

ENGLERT
GASTÇO

 Intake 4

Six Olympic Studies means to me…
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» OPENING OF NEW HORIZONS  
I would like to extend my words of gratitude to Professors Norbert 
Müller and Stephan Wassong for setting up the Master of Arts in 

Olympic Studies Programme. It was an honor to be a part of it. The 
program provided solid knowledge and information on past and present 
trends in different sciences which analyze the Olympic Movement. 
Personally, it helped me focus and re-adjust some preconceived views  
of the mare-magnum of views and interpretations. It also inspired me and 
motivated me to initiate and to continue to develop research on Olympism 
and its place in the society. The Master Programme stimulated me and my 
colleagues to approach the story of the Olympic Movement from multiple 
and comparative perspectives. 

Lectures in Research Methodology in Olympic Studies with Dr. Jens Flatau 
were interesting, motivating and, most of all, challenging. They opened to 
me new horizons and visions of interest in the theory of ‘Involvement’ and 
‘Detachment’. Considering my status as a participant who was ‘involved’ in 
the activities of the IOC, I had to exercise and apply a holistic approach in 
reporting and in analyzing the role and results of the Olympic Movement, in 
an ever-changing social climate. This exercise was most amazing and 
exciting. What questions to ask? Why something happened? How to 
analyze the context of facts? We learned various methods on how to  
reach objectivity in finding conclusions and critical understanding of  
the past. It was a real challenge. Thank you Professor Flatau. 

Research interest: The basic motivational force of Coubertin’s life was 
the ethical perception of the Games and this is exactly what the Master 
Programme discovers to students.

After having finished the Master Programme I was interested to do 
research based on the 1980s which were an interesting time period in 
the history of the Olympic Movement that transformed it forever. It was 
precisely at this time when policies and visions started to change and 
new paths of development of the Olympic Movement were projected by 
the IOC. New dominance of the Olympic Movement in the society was 
evident. The story of the Olympic Movement was and is complex because 
the world is complex. This complexity has direct influence on the athletes 
and their sporting careers. It was an important time of harmonization of 
rules and regulations in bringing justice, equal treatment of all athletes 
and providing a faster decision-making process in all sporting institutions 
which were a kaleidoscope of different interests.

At the end, I would like to thank all professors for enriching our 
knowledge and for guiding us with success. Special words of gratitude 
go to Professor Wassong for guiding me in the preparation of my Master 
thesis and for his valuable advice at all times.  

A special message to my alumni colleagues from the 1st Intake: Claudia, 
Dana, Eun Kyung, Jana, Marissa, Vicky, Jörg, Lothar, Philippe, Ralf,  
and Wolfgang: ’Remember, we did not want the Programme to end.  
We wanted to stay!’

RAMINI
ELVIRA

 Intake 1

 International Pierre de Coubertin 
Committee

 Secretary General
  International Olympic Committee  
(1986-2015)



»  When learning that the MA Olympic 
Studies existed I was truly over the moon 
as it enabled me to learn more about this 
global event that first came into my life 
in 1976.This Masters gave me a chance to 
explore in-depth the intricacies, values and 
philosophies of the Olympic Movement 
through lectures given by prominent 
professors and from discussions with 
classmates and now friends from throughout 
the world. This course also gave me the 
opportunity to travel to the site of the 
Ancient Olympic Games providing me with 
great memories.

  Looking for career opportunities and 
connections within the Olympic Movement

  Proofreader Yutang Sports China, English 
Tutor to CEO of Midea Group China

FITZPATRICK
RAYMOND 
ANTHONY

 Intake 5

Six Olympic Studies means to me…

» Increase opportunities for the invisible groups in my country, which are 
important because our best athletes 

come from country side and indigenious 
groups. The opportunity to share knowledge 
between our sport-girls from the base 
national teams to the retired athletes. They 
have a lot stories in common and increase 
the participation not only in sports, but from 
the executive committees and local 
promotion in sports for all. The skills of 
junior athletes come from a very ancient 
culture, they had been forced to refuse or 
forget their own practices because the sport 
it is universal not ancient.

 National Olympic Academy of Guatemala
 Head at Studies Olympic Center
  Head at Management Evaluation  
Department of NF´s at NOC

BRAVO
ROGELIA

 Intake 5

 National Olympic Committee (Azerbaijan)
  Marketing Director
  UK Sport Country Programme Manager  
for Azerbaijan

KARIMOV
MEHMAN

 Intake 5

»  Specialization in Olympic education. 
Networking at both international and 
national levels. Inspiration. Integration of 
Olympic education into daily work.
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» A wonderful journey filled with  
academic challenges, experts sharing their 
knowledge, fellow studens becoming 

friends, exciting and inspirational moments as 
well as ideas becoming new opportunities. The 
spirit of the M.A. Olympic Studies lasts far 
beyond the graduation!

  German Disabled Sports Association/
National Paralympic Committee Germany

  Head of Berlin Office 
  Consultant for Sports Policy  
at German Parliament 

CHOJNACKI-
BENNEMANN
ANNETT

 Intake 3

 Euro Africa College Eswatini
  Lecturer and Program Coordinator
  School Teacher

TAFIREYI
CECIL GABRIEL 
SIMBARASHE

 Intake 5

» The Master of Arts in Olympic Studies increased my capacity to understand sport and international 
development, sport and political diplomacy, sport and Olympic education and the entire Olympic 
Movement. What was more interesting on this program was the expertise that came along with the 

presenters and all professors who taught it. The studies meant also widening my network to the entire 
global village as participants were drawn from all continents. Some participants were involved in various 
sport programs, or were former Olympians, thus presenting a platform were pragmatic engagements and 
lifelong connections. It is through the M.A. Olympic studies, that I found the role of sport in international 
development, diplomacy and peace initiatives to be overwhelming and relevant as it was always since 
the modern day Olympics in 1896. More than 100 years after the inception of the modern day Olympic 
Games, the M.A. Olympic Studies has been able to connect the dots and put in a splendid narration of 
events and perspectives behind the founder Coubertin and subsequent leaders of the International Olympic 
Committee. I have since taken a position in championin and spearheading Olympic education in Southern 
Africa and beyond through various initiatives and platforms. This has not been an easy role before as 
the general understanding among the sports movement in Southern Africa is that sports education has to 
be promoted first. However, through the studies, I was able to make a harmonious relationship between 
sports education, Olympic education and Olympism. Although there are debates and discourses focusing 
on the difficulties of implementing Olympic education in schools and beyond, it would be profitable to 
concentrate on the values of Olympism and Olympic education ideals so as to find reasonable grounds and 
paradigms, upon which to base it. Havíng completed all modules and thesis for the program, I developed a 
deeper insight to the various ways upon which the Olympic Movement can implement Olympic education 
and also highlighted the prospects.



Six Olympic Studies means to me…

» A window of opportunity to explore the 
inner workings of the Olympic Movement, 
learns its culture and history, understand 

its tenets and the underlying values and 
governance principles.

 Africa Sports Ventures Group (ASVG)
  Vice President & Director of Partnerships
  Managing Editor, Athletics Africa

OMOGBEJA 
YOMI 
OMOTUNDE

 Intake 4

» - Very informative lectures
-  New information to assist withour 
qualifications we offer at UJ

- Making international links
- International friends
-  Cultural interaction with various nationalities 
from around the world as well as the citizens of 
the places we visited

- Experiencing a sence of a global village
- Sharing values - Olympism

 University of Johannesburg
  Associate Professor and Head of Department
  Lecturer; Teacher

ROUX
CHARL 
JACOBUS

 

 Intake 4

»This has so far been an eye opener for me regarding a lot of things about sport, particularly 
about the Olympic Movement. I have come to appreciate how sport can be a driver of character 
building amongst the young athletes. I have also come to understand that Olympic Games are 

also about respect and friendship hence the athletes are not only looking at winning a medal howev-
er they come out of the Games as different individuals. 

This programme has taught me that the Olympic Movement is about inclusiveness of all  
athletes regardless of their culture, language, gender etc. Therefore, all athletes are equal 
hence the mutual respect. 

I have particularly enjoyed the first module where we talked about the Olympic Value Based 
Education Program (OVEP). As an educationists myself, I totally believe that Countries should 
invest in this program and ensure that it is rolled out to schools as it would help in learners  
to be better citizens.

BOTHASITSE
STEVE 
MATSHIDISO

 Intake 7

 Gaborone, Botswana
  General Manager, Sport Division
  Director, Sport Development  
Administration



103

» The reason I joined this programme  
was my passion about sports and the 
Olympic Movement. The M.A. Olympic 

Studies offered me the opportunity to be part of 
its family. It helped greatly in broadening my 
knowledge about sports and the Olympic 
Movement. It contributed to the manner in 
which I deal with my day to day job and  
added more credibility to my voice and 
previews. Most importantly, it offered me a 
great opportunity to grow my academic circle  
and make friends for life.

 National Olympic Committee (Egypt)
  Director of Olympic Solidarity & International 
Relations
  International Relatians Specialist - Translator 
& Proofreader - Executive Assistant of the 
Secretary General - Managing Director of the 
Egyptian Mission for Youth Olympic Games 
(Buenos Aires, 2018) and Mediterranean 
Games (Tarragona, 2018) - Member of 
UANOC General Administration Commission  
for the Arab Women Sports Tournament 
(Sharjah, 2018) - Personal portfolio 
preparation & lobbyist ICMG Elective General 
Assembly (Tarragona, 2017) - International 
Relations Consultant for the Egyptian 
Sailing & Egyptian Hockey Federations 
(2015-2017) - Event Planning & Logistics 
Coordinator Optimist African Championship 
(Alexandria, 2017) - Lecturer for the Training 
Athletes for Sports Event Management 
(TASEM) (Italy, 2016) - Programme Director 
for the Advanced Sport Management Courses 
(ASMC) - IOC Athlete365 Career+ Outreach  
Candidate Educator

HUSSEIN
INAS

 Intake 3

» Back to the roots, an Olympic homecoming, 
with the possibility of creating something 
new out of it.

  Retired
 General Director IOC

LACOTTE 
URS

 Intake 2

 Seoul Tourism Organization 
  Planning & Budget Team / Deputy Chief
  iSf (International Sport strategy Foundation)

HA 
HYEONG DO

 Intake 4



Six Olympic Studies means to me…

Graduation  
Collection
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Chapter 

 Seven 
Modules at Innsbruck, 
Lausanne, Barcelona & 
Olympia



Prof. Norbert Müller and Stephan Wassong arranged for the 4th module of the 1st intake of 
the M.A. Olympic Studies to take place in Innsbruck, Austria, in January 2012, during the 
inaugural Winter Youth Olympic Games. The participants were accommodated in the pictur-

esque “Bildungshaus St. Michael” in the Tirolean Alps, a short 30-minute drive away from Inns-
bruck. This unique module setting allowed for a wonderful combination of academic input, led by a 
teaching team under the guidance of Prof. Emilio Fernandez Pena from the Autonomous University 
Barcelona, and the experience of an Olympic event.

Under the theme “Olympic Media and Commercialization”, Prof. Fernandez taught about the 
significance of Olympic television and sponsorship, both enabling the IOC to facilitate the global 
spread of the Olympic Idea. The participants were further taught by Prof. Andrew Billings of the 
United States, an internationally leading expert in the analysis of Olympic media coverage. Those 
academic insights were complemented by the lectures of Jose Ramon Diez, the television producer 
of 7 opening ceremonies of the Olympic Games, who, in detail, informed the group about the 
fundamentals, techniques and narratives of televising mega-sport events. 

The contents of the classes combined wonderfully with the on-site experiences of the participants. 
On invitation of the M.A. Olympic Studies organization team, all students could attend the Opening 
Ceremony of the Youth Olympic Games, held in the famous Bergisel ski jumping stadium in 
Innsbruck. Clearly, this event was an unforgettable occurrence for everyone involved. Moreover, 
the specific conditions of the Youth Olympic Games that allow for free admission to all sport events 
enabled the participants, lecturers and management team of the GSU to attend various Olympic 
events. This included an inspection of the Culture and Education Programme, a unique feature of 
the Youth Olympic Games where athletes are provided with a possibility to learn more about the 
Olympic Movement and athlete education. A visit to the Olympic bobsleigh track was also arranged, 
where the official site manager delivered a tour for all participants. Of course, the group did not miss 
out on the opportunity to engage in local Austrian cultural experiences such as “Kaiserschmarrn” 
tasting and Austrian folklore either.

All in all, this module provided a perfect insight into the Olympic Movement – from both a practical 
and theoretical practice. It will certainly remain long in the memories of all participants, lecturers 
and the organizing team of the GSU.

Dr. Jörg Krieger

Seven Modules at Innsbruck, Lausanne, Barcelona & Olympia

7.1.  
Innsbruck 2012 –  
At the Core  
of the YOG



Whereas the module in Innsbruck provided the participants with valuable insights 
into the staging of an Olympic mega-event, the following module allowed for an 
exclusive insight at the heartbeat and governance of the Olympic Movement. In 

April 2012, the 5th and last module of the 1st intake took place in the “Olympic City” Lausanne 
as Programme Director Stephan Wassong organised the part conduction of classes in the IOC 
headquarters and at the Swiss Graduate School of Public Administration.

The Lausanne setting provided us with a perfectly fitting background to the contents of the 
module, in which we dealt with International Relations and the Olympic Movement. Prof. Thierry 
Terret of the University of Lyon was in charge of the teaching, providing us with both historical 
and contemporary cases on the vice-versa effects of international politics on Olympic Sport. 

Whilst being taught in the IOC headquarters, the group also had the opportunity to visit various 
famous locations such as the Pierre de Coubertin and the Juan Antonio Samaranch rooms. The 
latter provided the unique setting for the opening of the teaching module. IOC General Secretary 
Christophe De Kepper also welcomed the participants during the stay and showed great interest 
in the programme.

Finally, the stay in Lausanne also included a visit to “The Olympic Museum”, or rather what 
was left of it at the time. As the museum itself underwent a major reconstruction during the 
time of the module, the permanent exhibition moved to a historical boat on Lake Geneva. This, 
however, did not stop the group of participants from spending a long time viewing the various 
exhibited items. 

Needless to say that as participants of the 1st intake, we were not only privileged to receive the 
high-quality academic input of the M.A. Olympic Studies lecturers and coordinators but also 
unique experiences through our stays in Innsbruck and Lausanne.

Dr. Jörg Krieger
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7.2.  
Lausanne 2012 –  
At the Core  
of the IOC



V isiting an Olympic Host City is always a great experience. However, visiting an Olympic 
Host City as a student of Olympic Studies makes this even more special. In September 2014, 
the participants of the 3rd intake of the M.A. Olympic Studies Masters Programme had the 

possibility to attend the group’s 3rd on-site module on “Olympic Games, Media and Commercialisa-
tion” at the Autonomous University of Barcelona (UAB), where an Olympic Studies Centre has also 
been promoted by the university since 1989.

The participants felt a great deal of anticipation in the lead up since they already had two modules 
together in Cologne, with first friendships having emerged from these encounters. Everyone was 
enthusiastic to learn, to discuss and to discover the city where the 1992 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games took place.

The module started with a warm welcome evening with the module leader Prof. Emilio Fernández 
Peña, Director of the Olympic Studies Centre of the UAB, and Prof. Stephan Wassong, Director 
of the Olympic Studies Centre and Head of the Institute of Sports History at the German Sport 
University Cologne. 

After an introduction including detailed background information about the Olympic Games, the 
participants were given lectures on Olympic Marketing: Top Sponsors Programs and TV Rights 
Commercialisation of the Olympic Games and, furthermore, the challenges of the television 
production of Opening Ceremonies as well as finally media, culture, cities and the sponsorship of 
the Games. Lectures were presented by professors Peña and Wassong and also guest lecturers such 
as Daniela Negreda (Manager IOC Marketing Services), José Ramón Díez (Director of Televisión 
Española) and Miquel de Moragas (CEO-UAB Founder). Additionally, Prof. Jens Flatau (University 
of Kiel) presented a lecture on the philosophy of science and research methodology. One of the 
highlights of the week was a seminar entitled “Television Production in Practice”. 

Seven Modules at Innsbruck, Lausanne, Barcelona & Olympia

7.3.  
Reliving the Spirit  
of the 1992  
Barcelona Olympic 
Games (2014)



The participants had the opportunity to visit a TV studio at the faculty of communication and 
to gain insights into the technology and processes of TV production. Needless to say, the guided 
visit to the Barcelona 1992 Olympic Ring and the Olympic Museum were also included as an 
integral part of the schedule. The week’s activities, lectures and the atmosphere at the Bellaterra 
Campus, were very much appreciated and enjoyed by the group. Supplementing this, everyone 
benefited from the comprehensive collection in the library of the Olympic Studies Centre, 
especially regarding the Barcelona’92 Games. 

Besides the lectures, the participants also visited touristic destinations like Sagrada Família, 
the Montjuïc Cable Car or a football match in Camp Nou. The module in Barcelona definitely 
strengthened the connection between the group and helped to foster the friendships lasting until 
today. It is an indispensable aspect of the unforgettable experience M.A. Olympic Studies!

As the module week in 2014 has been a great success the M.A. Olympic Studies has returned to 
Barcelona in 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019.

Annett Chojnacki-Bennemann
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A s I look at my desk filled with all things red, white, maple leafs and the Olympic Rings, I 
cannot help to think about the journey I once started, 7 years ago. This was my final “Back 
to school” and the end to my international journey for sport and beyond sport.

As a former student and graduate of the Olympic Studies Programme’s 3rd intake, we were fortunate 
to have our final module at the International Olympic Academy (IOA), Olympia, alongside fellow 
colleagues of the 4th intake for our respective modules.

To relive the magic of the Ancient Olympic Games and in the place of its origin, speaks to the special 
experiences we were given as future leaders in sport. Experiential learning opportunities were a 
key component to the programme’s continued success as we were able to closely connect to various 
cultural heritages within the Olympic Movement while discussing deeper thoughts and perspectives 
on topics that challenged boundaries beyond the classroom.

To begin the module, we were given a warm welcome by the Honorary Dean of the IOA, Prof. 
Kostas Georgiadis, delivering an inspirational speech at the official Opening Ceremony. Seminars 
were held for both the 3rd and 4th intakes’ modules - International Relation and the Olympic 
Movement and Olympic Athletes and Elite Sport in Transition respectively - were taught by Prof. 
Stephan Wassong, Prof. Wolfgang Decker, Dr. Ansgar Molzberger, Dr. Jörg Krieger and Caroline 
Meier of the GSU’s OSC.

Additionally, students were also presented with lectures by Prof. Keith Gilbert (University of 
East London, England) on - International Organisations, their Roles and Responsibilities, Prof. 
Ian Culpan (University of Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand) - Olympism Education and the 
Coach-Athlete Relations and Prof. Jens Flatau (University of Kiel) - The Philosophy of Science and 
Research Methodology.

From early morning sunrise hikes up Mount Kronos, to group sporting activities, to wanders 
within the archaeological site of Olympia and its botanical garden, to the grand passageway 
entrance of the ancient stadium and lastly, some late night celebrations at the infamous Zoraba’s, 
we truly experienced this special place to its entirety. It was quite surreal to bring such a 
historical place to life, which inspired athletes for generations to come, and relishing within the 
shared connection to the pedagogies learned throughout the Olympic Movement and our founding 
father, Pierre de Coubertin. 

Seven Modules at Innsbruck, Lausanne, Barcelona & Olympia

7.4.  
Reflections from the 
IOA, Olympia (2015)



Olympism in action is the best way to coin 
this experience as this was truly a once in 
a lifetime opportunity provided by the GSU 
Cologne and the IOA. Our classes are forever 
connected through this shared learning 
experience along with a great deal of personal 
and professional growth and long-lasting 
friendships. As we all continue to advocate the 
power of sport, it is important that we reflect 
upon the importance of both the Olympic and 
Paralympic values by celebrating diversity 
through the interconnectedness of cultures 
deep within our hearts.

From the fire within, 
Shannon Galea 
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Chapter 

 Eight 
Participant  
List



Eight Participant List

 INTAKE 1

 BERNHARD  
JANA

 BIRKLE  
WOLFGANG

 DEWITTE  
PHILIPPE 

 FRIEDRICH  
CLAUDIA

  HONG  
EUN KYUNG 
(ELLEN)

 KRIEGER  
JÖRG

 LEE  
HYOYEON

  MASELLI IZAS  
MARISSA 
CAROLINA

 RAMINI  
ELVIRA

 ROMBACH  
RALF

 STEIN  
LOTHAR

 SUMLAJI  
DANA

 INTAKE 2

 AL MAQBALI 
KHALID

 BEGOVIC  MARKO 

 DROGGE  DANIELA

 EMLASCAN  
MEHMET-SALIH

 EVANS  
PETER 

 HUSEYNOVA  
VAFA 

 KÜRVERS  
HANNAH 

 LACOTTE  URS 

 MENESCAL  
ROBERTO 

 LÜDERS  GIZEM 

  PATWA  
SAIFUDIN 
KURBAN

 REFAAT  KHALED AHMED 

 SASSAROLI  ALESSANDRO

 SHI  
GUOPENG 

 ZIMMERMANN  
THOMAS 
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 INTAKE 3

  ABARBANEL-
WOLFF 
ELIAS

  AL ABDULLA 
MUBARAK 
RAFIAH

 AL BALUSHI 
NAWAL

 AL JABRI SHAKHBOUT

 BURCHARTZ 
KATJA

 CHOI 
JOOHYUN

  CHOJNACKI-
BENNEMANN 
ANNETT

 CHVOJKA 
MARTIN

 COLLINS 
MICHAEL

 GALEA SHANNON

 HERRMANN 
NICOLAI

  HUSSEIN 
MOHAMED 
INAS

 KEKETSI SEBUSISO

 KÜHN 
SEBASTIAN

 LAW 
CHARLES

  MARTIN 
MARTINEZ 
BEATRIZ

 NASSOKO 
OUMOU

 NAUMOVSKI 
GOCE

 NLEYA 
UYAPO

 SCHULZE 
ANITA

 SINGH 
SANDEEP

 TANJUNG 
ASLIZAR

 INTAKE 4

 BURNETT LOUW  
CORA 

 CHOI  
YUJEONG »KERRI« 

 ENGLERT   
GÃSTAO 

 HA  
HYEONG DO 

 JACOBS  
LYLE JONATHAN 

 LAUAND CONDE  
PAULO ROBERTO 

  MADHUSHANI  
ADHIKARI 
ARACHCHIGE 
LAKSHIKA

 MARGOLF  
SEBASTIAN 

 NALWADDA  
IMMACULATE

 NAMANDA  
HADIJA 

 OMOGBEJA 
OMOTUNDE YOMI 

 ROUX  
CHARL JACOBUS

 RÜDER  
BIRGA 

 STÖHR  
ANN-CHRISTIN 

 TEGETHOF  
SILKE

 YAN  
XINMIN



Eight Participant List

 INTAKE 5

 AGUILAR-CHANG 
FRANCISCO 

 ALMAHMEED  
MAI 

 BRAHIM  
AHMED

 BRAVO NAVARRO  
ROGELIA

  CARVALHO  
ALVES DOS REIS  
MARIO MIGUEL

 CHONG ORTIZ  
JUAN ISAAC

 FITZPATRICK  
RAYMOND 

 GOUWS  
CHANTELL 

 KARIMOV  
MEHMAN 

 KÖNIGSBAUER  
CHRISTINE 

 LAKRA  
SAROJINI 

 LEE  
YONGEUN

 NAIMEH  
AYA

 OVTCHINNIKOVA  
OLYA 

 PADILLA SERRANO 
TALIA REYNA

  RODRIGUES 
PANTOJA 
RICARDO

  SOLÓRZANO 
GRAMAJO 
BRYRON 
LEONARDO 

 TAFIREYI  
CECIL GABRIEL

 INTAKE 6

 BOUNOUARA 
YOUNES 

  CAMPOS 
FONTECHA 
EVERTH EDICSON

 DAVIDOV  HILLA

  ENYADIKE  
GIFT CHUKUEMEKA

 GUTERRES 
LAURENTINO

 HAR LEV  
YARDEN

 MUKUNDIYUKURI  
JEAN DE DIEU

 KESSLER MERLIN 
GABRIEL

 LEE JUSTIN DANIEL

 MAJALI  
NASSER

  MALAMULA 
MC GILLIARD 
BLACKSON

 MENDY  
MARCHEL

 MUDAWARIMA  
STEPHEN

 NJAWUZI  
ELIJAH

 ROCHEVSKA  
NADA

 SAGASTUME RIOS  
JOSE GABRIEL

 SANGARE 
MAMADOU

 SINGH  
UMA KANT

 STOYLOFF 
ROMAN

 TANAKINCI  
ONUR SELIM

 WAEFFLER  
PHILIPP

 WILHELM  
MANUEL ADU

 YOUNG ARANDA 
DAMARIS ITZEL
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 INTAKE 7

 ALBUSAFI  
ALI

 ANWAR  
KASHIF

 CRUZ MÁRTIR  
KRYSTAL

 DAWANI  
NADIN

  DE MENDIA 
OLIVARES 
MAITE

 FARIDAR  
MARYAM

  GERARD MARTÍ 
FIGUERAS 
GERARD

 FRAGA PIRES RITA

 HEDGPETH  
TERESA

 KRIMMER  
KLAUS ROLAND

 KRYLOVA  
DARIA

  MACHADO 
LUDGERO CORREIA 
MÁRIO ILDO

  MATSHIDISO 
BOTHASITSE  
STEVE

  MOUKOKO 
NKWANE 
SIEGFRIED LEONEL

 NOREEN  
IRAM

 RAHMANOV 
JEYHUN

 RIZWAN  
AHMED

 ROE BILLIE SUE

 SEYHAN  
RABIA GÜLÇIN

 SINDE ROMERO 
ELENA

  TILOVANHU 
KATUKULA 
VICTORIA

  UPRIMNY 
SEBASTIAN

 VAN ZYL  
LJ

 YANG 
ZHONGMIN

 YONGEUN  
LEE



Eight Participant List
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Commencement of the 7th Intake
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From the year of its 1st validation in 2010 till 2020, the M.A. Olympic 
Studies has developed into a highly successful programme with an 
excellent academic reputation. This was officially testified to at the 

re-validation procedure in 2014/15, which was legally mandatory for the 
further existence of the programme. In their report, the external evaluators 
remarked that:

“From the outset of this report we [external examiners] argue that the 
following degree course evaluation and re-certification process […] continues 
to guarantee quality assurance and compliance with the excellence and 
quality standard of the German Sport University Cologne. […] It was a 
necessary and excellent procedure what we trust will ensure the future 
development of the M.A. Olympic Studies at [the] GSU and ensure that it 
maintains its status as a unique and high quality global degree.”

As can be read from the certificate, the trust in the programme and in its 
leadership was so resolute that the M.A. Olympic Studies was awarded an 
official accreditation up to 2022. While there are still 2 years to go until the 
revalidation exercise officially commences, we, the programme organisers, 
must already take this into consideration. After reflection and encouragement 
from close colleagues and graduates, it was evident that whether the M.A. 
Olympic Studies should enter its next decade and prepare for the validation 
process was a non-question. Rather, of course, for the programme to 
build on its former success and continue to develop, one must take some 
considerations into account.

We want to keep the part-time structure to address the importance of  
life-long learning opportunities, especially considering the Olympic 
Movement and representatives from various professional backgrounds. 
Further, it is vital for the programme’s progression that we continue 
to reflect on and revise the content of the modules. We must not be 
satisfied with that of merely our past achievements; it is a must to 
adapt the content of the programme to the rapidly changing politics 
and policies of the Olympic Movement. It could even be that we have 

to consider changing the content alignment of one module entirely; we should remain open to 
such realities. If we fall short of this, we could no longer claim that our programme stands for 
the dissemination of an objective knowledge base on the Olympic Movement required for the 
training/education of multipliers of Olympism. 

 

RE-ACCREDITATION PANEL REPORT 

Reaccreditation of the M.A. Olympic Studies 

German Sports University, Cologne 

 

Expert Evaluation Panel: 

- Stephanie Klein 
- Professor Dr. Keith Gilbert   
- Professor Dr. Otto Schantz 

 

Introduction: 

From the outset of this report we argue that the following degree course evaluation and re-
certification process which was put in place by the Administrative Department for Quality 
Assurance and Teaching Organization (DQA) of the German Sport University Cologne (GSU) 
continues to guarantee quality assurance and compliance with the excellence and quality 
standards of the German Sports University and indeed other German universities. The 
process put into place was admirable and of a superior standard. In short it was a necessary 
and excellent procedure which we trust will ensure the future development of the M.A. 
Olympic Studies at GSU and ensure that it maintains its status as a unique and high quality 
global degree. 
 
The related expert workshop that took place in Cologne, Germany, from 20th -21st November 
2014, consisted at various times of the Rector of the GSU, the Quality Assurance Manager 
from GSU, the Executive Academic Director of the GSU Olympic Studies Centre and Head of 
the Institute of Sport History, three external experts, four former students, one current 
student and all senior academics of the degree program from overseas institutions and also 
the M.A. Olympic Studies course coordinator. All inputs from participants to the process 
were considered, discussed and the larger group took a close observation of all aspects of 
the study program. This enabled us to identify its strengths and weaknesses as well as reflect 
on possible dimensions for improvements to the degree program. One important aspect was 
to give voice to all the participants and listen to all sides of the discussions in order to 
progress. On the basis of the internal report the quality and steady improvement of the M.A. 
Olympic Studies was particularly viewed with special consideration and interest focusing on 
the quality aspects of teaching and learning.  
 
The following observations and recommendations from the expert evaluation panel are 
based on the documents presented (content description, internal evaluation results, 
newsletter, leaflet, student comments) and the outcomes from our meetings in Cologne. 
 
 
 

M.A. Olympic Studies Revalidation Report
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Like in the past 10 years, our intention going 
forward is to collaborate with internationally 
highly recognized academics in the field of 
Olympic Studies and further strengthen the 
educational policy of research-led learning 
and teaching. Although, it is vital that we also 
enhance the relationship to practice. Olympic 
Studies has its scope of application in such 
practice. The M.A. Olympic Studies should 
actually continue with its existing policy 
that it receives knowledge from practice and 
analyses this in view of delivering concise 
recommendations back to the professional 
realm. Probably, a stronger incorporation of 
case studies in our teaching philosophy would 
be a clear way of achieving this and one to be 
appreciated by our participants. 

We also have to give thought to incorporating 
new partners within our M.A. Olympic Studies 
Family. Without doubt, the founding partners 
of the programme have played a crucial role to-
date and we must maintain these relationships 
as they have guaranteed the programme’s 
livelihood. But, the inclusion of synergies with 
other institutions would further strengthen the 
profile and uniqueness of our programme. I want 
to be very clear and do not want to hide my 
vision that a collaboration with the IOA would 
be a tremendous opportunity. Discussions on 
this have already been initiated and have led to 
some fruitful considerations. 

The idea to create synergies between the IOA and 
the M.A. Olympic Studies is not merely that of a 
dreamer. The IOA has already well-established 
links to most of the professors contributing to the 
M.A. Olympic Studies and the same is true for 

the institutions represented in the M.A. Olympic 
Studies. But, the most significant benefit, as it 
should be, will be on side of the participants. 
Future participants would graduate from a 
programme that has its academic excellence 
coined by a collaboration of the leading and most 
recognized institutions in the field of Olympic 
Studies. Let us target this for the future and hope 
that all of us involved will not lose sight of the 
stimulus behind our efforts and belief in the value 
of Olympic Studies.

Stephan Wassong,
Annett Chojnacki-Bennemann,
Rory Flindall,
Daniel Quanz Olympic Studies Centre GSU
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 “I have not been able to carry out to the  
end what I wanted to perfect. I believe that  
a centre of Olympic studies would aid the 
preservation and progress of my work  
more than anything else.”

– Pierre de Coubertin

Image provided by the IOC Olympic Studies Centre, which 
contributed to the original development of the masters’ 

academic concept and has supported its promotion since then.
© IOC Olympic Studies Centre



129





131

M.A. Olympic Studies 

 10+10 
Starting the Next Decade






