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Academic Regulations for Doctoral Studies at the German Sport University Cologne

Valid for the doctoral study programme in accordance with § 4 of the Doctoral Regulations
dated July 9th, 2024

Preamble

(1) Thedoctoral study programme aims to ensure high-quality training for doctoral students
at the German Sport University by structuring and optimizing the doctoral cycle.

(2) The doctoral study programme is designed to enhance the qualifications of doctoral stu-
dents by

1. Teaching interdisciplinary skills and basics necessary for carrying out interdiscipli-
nary research projects;

2. Teaching and developing research competencies as a prerequisite for independent
scholarly work;

3. Teaching key skills and interdisciplinary competencies to improve knowledge and
project management, as well as internationally accepted publication practices;

4. Qualification for professional teaching;

5. Promotion of and preparation for various career paths in the field of non-academic
institutions; fostering independent research collaboration through participation in
exchange programs and attendance at conferences.

&1

Admission Requirements

Admission to the doctoral study programme requires that the applicant be a registered doc-
toral candidate at the German Sport University Cologne in accordance with the applicable
doctoral regulations.

§2
Scope and Structure of the programme

(1) The programme consists of 170 working units (WU, German: AE).
(2) The doctoral study programme consists of compulsory modules (at least 95 WU) and

elective modules (at least 75 WU). For the elective modules, students must take courses
from at least three of the four modules (Appendix 1).
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§3

Performance records

As part of the doctoral study programme, students must demonstrate academic achieve-
ment in the form of working units, which must be submitted when applying for the initiation
of the doctoral examination procedure (§7 section 2 of the doctoral regulations). The specific
requirements are determined by the lecturers. If the requirements for a course are not met,
the course must be repeated.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(1)
(2)
(3)

(1)

(2)

§4
Organization of the courses

Courses for the transdisciplinary and interdisciplinary areas, as well as those in the elec-
tive modules, are organized centrally by the university.

The faculty members authorized to supervise doctoral students are responsible for or-
ganizing subject-specific courses and determine the content and requirements for
coursework.

If a subject-specific research colloquium is not available, related disciplines may jointly
offer a research colloquium.

§5
Recognition of External Academic Credits

Equivalent external academic credits may be recognized in justified exceptional cases.
Recognition of subject-specific external academic credits is granted by the supervisor.

Recognition of interdisciplinary external academic credits is granted upon request by the
chair of the doctoral committee.

86

Transitional regulations

Once these regulations take effect, doctoral studies may be completed within two years
under the previous regulations of the doctoral study programme of November 15, 2011,
or continued under the current regulations. In the event of a transition to the regulations
of the doctoral study programme of October 19th, 2021, all required documentation
must be submitted in full in accordance with the study regulations.

In cases of hardship, the doctoral programme may be completed even after the two-year
deadline has expired, in accordance with the old doctoral study programme regulations
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dated November 17, 2011. Requests for hardship exemptions must be submitted to the
Doctoral Committee.

§7
Effective Date, Waiver of Objections

(1) The regulations take effect on the day following their publication in the Official Notices
of the GSU.

(2) A violation of procedural or formal requirements under the Higher Education Act of HG
NRW or under the regulatory or other autonomous laws of the university may be as-
serted against these regulations only within one year of their publication, unless

a. the regulations were not properly published,

b. the President’s Office had previously objected to the decision of the body that
adopted the regulations,

c. theprocedural or formal defect has been previously raised with the university, spec-
ifying the legal provision that was violated and the fact giving rise to the defect, or

d. the legal consequence of the exclusion of objections was not noted in the public

announcement of the regulations. The supervisory powers under § 76 HG remain
unaffected.

Issued pursuant to the Senate's resolution on October 19, 2021.
Cologne, 28t™ February 2022

The President of the German Sport University Cologne
Univ. Prof. Dr. Heiko Striider
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Attachment 1

Curriculum doctorate GSU

Elective modules Total: 75 AEs

Compulsory modules Total: 95 AEs

Basics

Introductory phase 1.
(within the first 2 semesters after admission)

56 AEs
Science ethics oder

Doing research autonomously

Philosophy of Science
Knowledge management

Interdisciplinary research Developing transferable skills

colloquium
28 AEs
+
Own practice presentation
for the oral examination 3.

45 minutes

Learning to teach

Subject-specific research
colloquium
11 AEs 4.

Note: 1 AE (Arbeitseinheit/working unit)

(Confirmation by supervisor)

Shaping your career

The courses offered vary in each of the four elective modules. The following are examples of possi-
ble courses per module. For information on currently scheduled courses, please visit the following
website: https://www.dshs-koeln.de/en/forschung/wissenschaftliche-laufbahn/promotion/promog

Elective modules*®

(Courses from 3 of 4 modules must be taken)

Module 4

Shaping your career

Module 1

Doing research
autonomously

Module 2
Developing
transferable skills

Module 3

Learning to teach

* Start-Ups

* Writing grant * Academic English
 Self-Marketing

* See Higher

* Guest talks
* Open science
workshops

proposals * Projekt-/Time

Education Didactics

* Career paths

* Statistics (e.g. ,R) management * Teaching at
+ Academic writing + Leadership skills Universities beyond the
and publishing * Science doctorate
* Attending communication
conferences

* Elective programme from the GSU, University Cologne, TH Cologne network (up to 5 AE can be credited outside the network)
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